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INTRODUCTION. 


HERE is fo near a Connexion between the 
two Points of Purgatory and Prayers fer the 
Dead, as they are now eſtabliſh'd in the 

*# Church of Rome, that it is impoſſible to ſlate 

the one as we ought, without entring on ſome 

Conſideration of the other. It has been ſo much the rather 
thought fit to give an account to the World of both theſe, 
in that the Opinions of the Primitive Fathers touching the 

ftate of the Souls departed, and the _— — xx4 
ing for the Dead founded thereupon , being not well un- 
derſtood by the Generality now a days, ſeem to give 
our Adverſaries a greater pretence to Antiquity in theſe 

Points, than in ol others that are in debate betwixt us. 

For what concerns the Latter of theſe, I ſhall in the 
next Diſcourſe, ſay what I ſuppoſe may be ſufficient to 
ſhew how little Grounds the Ancient Cuſtom of Praying 
fer the Dead in the Primitive Ages of Chriſtianity, will at- 
ford to the Practice of thoſe who.pretend to be their Fol- 
lowers in the fame Cuſtom now. As to the buſineſs of 

Purgatory, which is our preſent concern, We willingly al- 
low it to have been of very Yenerable Antiquity; and to 
have exceeded not ' only our: Reformation, but even Chri- 

Riavity its ſelf for fome hundreds of Years, 'The Truth is, 
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the Church of Rome is beholding for this Doctrine, as well 
as for many other things in her Religion, to her worthy 
Anceſtors the Heathen Prets and Philoſophers: And tho [ 
B-lerm. de cannot tell how far Cardinal Bellarmin's Argument will 
Purgat. 12. 1. old good to prove it -from thence to have been the di- 
ap. 11, p612. . ; © : . 
Colon. 16:0. ate of right Reaſon it ſelf, becauſs this might engage 
us to give up the Cauſe to Paganiſm , not only in the 
Points of the Worſhip of Images and /uferior Deities, &c. 
which perhaps the Cardinal may be content to think the 
Voice of Nature too; but even as to all the other parts 
of their Superſtition, in which they were more univer- 
fally agreed than in their Notion of a Purgatory ;;yet for 
what concerns the thing its ſelf, we do not deny kat that 
many of them did certainly believe it. : 
Euſebius recounts it of Plato, that he difided man- 
Preparat. E- kind into three- States: Some who- having purified them- 


rg ſelves by Philoſophy, and excelled in Holineſs of Life, 


568. Ed GL. enjoy an eternal Felicity in the Iſlands of the bleſt, with- - 


Faris, 1627. out any Labour or Trouble, which neither is it pofli- 
ble for any Words to expreſs, or any Thoughts to conceive. 
Others; that having lived exceedingly Wicked, and there- 
fore feemed incapable'of' Cure, he ſuppoſed were at their 
Deaths thrown down headlong into ZZe#, there to be tor- 
mented for ever. But now , beſides theſe, he imagined 

f Ke 4: # there were a (+) middle ſort , who, tho they had ſinn'd, 

ar Stun wi-yet had repented of it ; and therefore ſeemed to be in a 

ws _—_— curable Condition , and theſe he thought went down for 

19% Phnenr lome time into Hell too,' to be PV RGE D and Abſotved 

jrnthag © by | wer Torments; But that after that ,' they ſhould 

erm 6 os be deliverd from it, and attain to ZZexours according to 

xa avnis. the Dignity of their Benefattors. 
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Now that they ſuppoſed thoſe who were in this ſtate 
might receive help from the Prayers and Sacrificings of the 
Living, the complaints of the Ghoſts of * Elpenar in Fo- hs Odyſ 1. 
mer, and of || Palniurus in Virgil abundantly ſhew. And \*;, nid. 
indeed the Ceremonies uſed for their deliverance, -as de- 1. 6. 
ſcribed by thoſe Poets F, ſo nearly reſemble the practice + Vid. Odiſ: 
of the preſent Roman Church, that were but their Poems Ca- 39 Pg-4ne- 
wonical, it would be in vain for the moſt obſtinate Heretick © 0 
here to contend with them. 

It muſt then confeſled, that our Adverſaries in this 
point have at Jeaſt four Hundred Years Antiquity, not on- 
ly againſt us, but even beyond Chriſtianity it ſelf. And 
I ſuppoſe 1 may without any injury to the memories of 
thoſe Holy Men, who have been our fore-runners in the 
Faith, fay, That 'twas the impreſſion which theſe Opini- 
ons of their Philoſophy had made upon them, that moved 
them when they became Chriſtians to fall into Conjectures 
concerning the ſtate of the Soul in the time of ſeparation, 
= very much difterent from what they had believed be- 
ore. 

It is not neceſſary to recount the Errors of Origen as to 
this matter : who turn'd even Hell it ſelf into a Purgatory, Belarmin 1.1 
and thought that not only wicked Men, but the very De- _—_ png h. 
vils too might be ſo Purged in it, as to come forth Angels 
ef Light. St. Augnſtine tells us, That the Platonicks were De CivitatDei 
of an Opinion not much different from this, who though —_— 
they would not have any Sins paſt unpuniſhed, yet ſup- 1664. 
poſed that all Puniſhments, whether of this life or the 
next, were deſigned to amend, and therefore that what- 
ever pains awaited men after Death, they were all Purga- 
tory. And though this conceit of Origen: has been con- * See for all: 
demned by the Church as /Zeretical, yet there remained 0- —_— 
ther Opinions for ſome Centuries after, not much differing 1. 21. c. 18, 
from it. * Some thought that all men whatſoever ſhould in 19, 20, 21,22. 
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* See telow the end be ſaved; others, and among theſe * St. Jerome 

yy ouſt. En- himſelf, that a7 Chriſtians ſhould be delrvered : F Some who 

chirid ad Lau- reſtrain'd their Charity yet more, ſtill allow'd Salvation to a// 

_—_ 67- Þ that dyed within the pale of the Catholick Church ; to which, 

+ 99-3 others finally added this further condition, That they had 

not only ftood firm to the Faith, but alſo been charitable to 

the Poor. Which laſt circumſtance is the very fame that 

Virgil from the Platonicks again required in thoſe who 

ſhould be tranſlated to the Elifran Fields ; in which there- 

fore he places not only them whoſe Virtue and Piety had 

Virgil Eneid- jntituled to that Happineſs, but alſo by their A/ms had 
_ made others mindful of them. 


Quique ſui memores alios fecere merendo, 


But not to inſiſt more particularly on theſe things, three 
Opinions there ſeem to have been among the ancient Fa- 
thers concerning the fate of men after Death, more gene- 

rally received. | | 
* Bellamin * 1. That the Souls departed do not ſtraightway go to 
de ſan. beat. FJeaven, but remain in a quiet and pleaſing ſtate of 
|. 1.C.5-P- all troubles and pains, yet carneſtly expecting their final 


123. Owns it —_— 
jon, i been Conſummation in Glory. 
the opinion of 
Tertullian. Laftantius and ViRorinus Martyr : But Sixtus Sinenſis more fairly confeſles it of 
many others. - Bib/. lib. 6. annor. 345. p. 714. edit. 1626. Colon 40. Ireneus, i» Mar- 
e,r, Clemens, . Origen, Prudentius, Ambraſe, S. Chryſoſtome, S. Auguſtine,  &c, 


2. Another Opinion there was, which from the credulity 
* See Euſcbins Of * Papias became almoſt the Univerfal Belief of the firſt 
Hiſt. Eccleſ: 1. Ages of Chriſtianity concerning the || Millenary Kingdom 
-$ub/g —__ of Chrift ; That our Bleſſed Saviour before the final Judz- 
| Juſtin Mar- went ſhould come down from Heaven, and raiſe from the 
or , contr. | 
, . 8g. it. r. Steph, Gr.-— d, . BWft. lib. 2. 
_— A 3 - ow Steph, Gr.-— Ireneus vid. apud Euſeb, Wift, Eccleſ. IN 
| ca 
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Dead thoſe of the faithful, whoſe Piety had been moſt emi- 
nent and approved ; and with them reizn a thouſand years at 
Jerufalem,in great plenty.and with extraordinary ſplendour; 
and that this was that which St. Fob» meant by the fir/t Re- 
ſurretion, and at the end whereof the other was to follow. 
3- A third Opinion, and that too embraced. by many This is afſert- 
of the moſt ancient Fathers, was, That all men being ed by almoſt 
raiſed up at the /af Day, ſhould paſs through a certain 
* Probatory Fire, in which every man ſhould be ſcorched ye Church. 
and purified ; and ſome be tormented more, others leſs, * 5oupest- 
according as they had lived better or worſer lives here nov. 


upon Earth. | 


Such were the Opinions of the Primitive Fathers as to 
this matter. It is evident to any one that ſhall pleaſe to 
compare theſe with the account I ſhall hereafter give of 
the preſent Roman - Purgatory, how valtly»different they 
were from what is now propoſed to us' as an Article of 
Faith, But yet from theſe Opinions it is, that thoſe of 
that Communion, impoſe upon the unwary their pretence 
of Antiquity for this DoQtrine ; whilſt whatever thoſe Ho- 


ly Men have written of a third place, meaning 92 gre 


of Sequeſter * before mentioned ; 'but efj 


ally 


the 


all the Fathers 
of the Primi- 


* 1/2 Opinion. 


*. Purgatory Fire of the end of the World, they preſently -- 34 Opinion. 
apply it all to their own fancy, and which in thoſe firſt 


Ages found no manner of entertainment, 


It is, I know, generally pretended by thoſe of the other 
Communion, that St. Augu/tine: at leaſt began ro favour 
their Opinion. And indeed: Iwill not deny but that he 
does ſometimes ſpeak of a Purgatory aſter this Life ; But 
yet fo as that it refers either to the fame Purgation we be- 
fore ſpake of, at the end of the:World; or elſe to that 
* Grief which he imagined thoſe Souls1vho had been paſ- + 174. Augupe 
ſionately. tied to the things: of this World, might ſtill re- !_ '; ſupr. crear. 


tain in their place of Sequefter : And which he therefo 
B 


—_— 


. Avec bred. Cap. 


re 67. ad Dulcit. 
thought queſt. 1, &c, 
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' thouglit tobe the meaning of that obſcure place of S. Paul, 
x Cor. iii. x87 ſo confidently produced by our Adverfaries 
on all occaſions, in favour of their Dofrine. But all this 
he propoſes with ſo much doubt and uncertainty, as plain- 
ly ſhews it to have been in this Fathers time ſo tar from an 
Article of. Faith, that he durſt not affirm any thing at all 
' concerning it. 
Thus then had the Roman Doctrine of Purgatory no man« 
ner of foundation in the Primitzve Church. About DC 
Years after Chriſt, Pope Gregory the Great firſt began to 
give countenance to; it; The publick practice of Prayi 
* the Dead continuing ſtill in force in the Church, -__ 
thoſe Opinions of the Primitive Fathers upon which that 
was firſt eſtabliſhed , being now no longer received with 
that Univerſal Belief they had heretofore been , it was but 
natural to-feek out ſome other grounds tor a practice which 
they faw ſo generally nano ad and yet could not well tell 
what account to give of the reaſon of it. Let us add this, 
that about that time a fad Barbarity began every where 
almoſt to overſpread the World : The Goths and Lombards 
in /taly, the Franks and Burgundians in France, the Van- 
dals and Weſt-Goths in Spain, the Saxons itt Britain, de- 
ſiroying - almoſt all Learning out of the World. From 
henceforth Miracles and Yiftons govern'd the Church : The 
Flames of Atna and Yeſuvius, were thought on purpoſe to 
have been kindled to torment _ Souls. Some were 
ſeen Broiling upon Gridirons, others Roaſting upon Spits, 
ſome Burning before a Fire, others ſhivering in the Water, 
or Smoaking in a Chinney. The very ways to Purgatory 
were now diſcovered ; one in Sicily, another in Pozzuero, 
a third nearer home, in Zre/and. One found out by the 
help of an Azgel,another of the Devil. Infomuch that Pope 
+ Gregory himſelf was carried away with theſe illuſions, and 
hich ſome are not aſhamed even at this day to ſupport. 
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By theſe means came Purgatory firſt eſtabliſh'd in the R»- 


. man Church, inthe VI, VII and VII. Centuries : But yer, ſtill 


the Article continued rude and unpoliſh'd. Pope Gregory 
diſcover'd how certain Souls for their puniſhment were con- 
fined to Baths, and ſuch like places on Earth, but he had 
not as yet found out any one common Place for them to be 
tormented in, in Ze//, Nay for ſome Apes after, it ſeems 
not to have been riſen to a matter of certainty, fo far was 
it yet from being an Article of Faith, Inſomuch, That in 
the XII. Century many doubted of it, as we may gather by 
that Expreſſion of * Otto Frifingenſis, Ann. 1146. © That * Lib.8.Chron, 
« there is in Ze/a place of Purgatory, wherein ſuch as are 7.25. Ele 
*to be faved, are either only aw with darkneſs, or locum Purga- 


* decocted with the Fire of Expiation, Some (fays he) do c_— 


< afirm; plainly enough implying that all did not be- tenebris rage 


©leve it. tum afician- 


It isnot neceſſary to ſay, what Oppoſition this novel In- © ve! expia- 
. . ; : . . Honis 1gne 
vention met with in the ſeveral Centuries in the Latin decoquantur 


Church, from Claude Biſhop of Turin, in the IX. Century , QUIDAM 


from Peter Bruges and Henry his Succeſſor at Tholoſe ; From mm 


the Waldenſes in France and Piemont , among whom this 
Do@rine was never received, and who are therefore con- 
demned by Cardinal Belarmin himfelf on this account. 1 zene pp 
will rather obſerve, that the Eaſtern Churches have continu- . 1. cap. 2. "4 
edall along free fromthis Error. - For however the Pope and 57" 57%: 
his Miniſters ſo far prevailed with the Greeks in the F Coun- + Sefton 2524, 
cil of Florence, as to periwade them to yield to a kind of Conc. Labb. 
pretended Union in this matter ;; yet both their "Apology ,52g 38: 
penn'd by * Marcus Eugenicus Arch-Biſhop of Epheſus, and * Vid. apud 
preſented to Cardinal Cuſar, and the Deputies, of the Coun- $37: Fenn; 
ci of .*. Bafil the year before, wherein they poſitively de- 1. 259. _ 
clare, That they neither had received any ſuch NoEtrine from 657. 
their Anceſtors, and therefore neither would they ever accept |, - Fans 4. 
it; plainly ſhews they had = Traditienamong them þ "Y 
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And the proceedings of the ſame Marcus, and of the Gree 

Church aſter,neither of which would be-drawn to conſent to 
1 BiRoire Cri- this non, more fully confirm it. And it is well known 
eique, pag. 5- how the Chriſtians of || Afa and Africa. do not at this day 
—— yy conſent with the Reman Church in this. point, as ſome of 
1684. for the their own Authors confels; tho others not ſo ingenuous, 
Greeks, 12 P32: would endeavour to perſuade the contrary. 


69. Cates 

briel Sionita affirming the ſanie of the Meichites, Purgatorium nullum exiftere peflime credi- 
derunt.Id. pag 72. That the Georgians believe 4 Purgatory,but not ſich as the C.R.See concern- 
ing the Armenians , p. 141. Fob Ludolph. Hiſt. Echiop. Lat. ſhews the ſame of the Ethiopians, 
that they deny a Purgatory, |. 3. c. 5. n 67,68. See Bellarm- l. 1. de Purg. cap. 2. pag. 572. 


But however this be, Purgatory is now become an Article 
of Faith, and of too comfortable an Importance to be eaſily 
parted with; nor havel the Vanity to hope I ſhall be able 

Acts xix. 25. to argue thoſe men out of it, who by this craft gain their 
Se. Living, and will no doubt therefore be as Zealous in De- 
ſence of it, as ever Demetrius was of the great Goddeſs Dia- 

#4 upon the ſame account. -But- for thoſe whoſe intereſt it 

rather 1s to be freed from theſe Terrors after Death, which 

ſerve only toenrich the Priefts, and keep the Lazty all their 

lives in Fear and Subjection ; I hope to fatisfie Ay that 

theſe are only imaginary Flames,invented for gain,eſtabliſh'd 

upon falſe ——_— ,' and, 'kept up by artifice and. Terrors 

to delude the People, but which themſelves many of them, 

no.more believe, than did that great Cardinal, who minded 

C. Richliew. one day to poſe his Chaplain, and propoſed this Qye/tion to 

him ;; ow many Maſſes would ſerve to fetch any Soul out of 
Purgatory.? To which when he appear'd, as well he might, 

- unable to reply ; the Cardinal thus pleaſantly ſolved.-the 

dohbt\, That juſt ſo many Maſles would ſerve to fetch a 
an out of Purgatory, as Snow-balls would ſerve to heat an 

ven. you 

But 'tis time now to come to a cloſer Examination of 
all theſe things, and in order thereunto, let usfirſt ſee ; 
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SECHE 1 
What it is that the Church of Rome means by Purgatory. 


t 
AD the Doqtrine of Purgatory been as clearly explain'd 
by the Council of Trent, as it was peremptorily de. 
fined in it , we ſhould have had- the leſs need to make the $-- + + +he 
preſent enquiry. In Pope Pius the IV's Creed, it is only faid ney os 


in general terms , That they conſtantly believe that there is 7,09, 
» $9 £ ” Pp 22 T. 
a Purgatory, and that the Souls there detain'd, are helped 5; Edit. Lobbs 


the Suffrages of the Faithful. Nor is their Decree concerning : -w 'E87. 


it at all more clear; it only adds, © That they are aſliſted 
* by the Suffrages of the Faithful, but eſpecially by the ac- 5-j7. 25, po2. 
&* ceptable Sacrifice of the Maſs ; and therefore, that the 174. 
< Biſhops ſhould diligently take care that the wholeſome 
© Doctrine of Purgatory deliverd by the holy Fathers and 
&* Councils, ſhould be believed, held, and taught by all the 
« Faithful in Chriſt. 
Indeed in the foregoing Seſtons, we find two other things 
defined wirh reference to this Doctrine, but ſuch as conduce 
very little to the better underſtanding of it. © 1/f. It Ana- Seſſion 5. Can, 
&* thematizes thoſe who ſhall ſay , that after the Grace of 3*: P42: 47 
&« Tuſtification , the fault and guilt of Eternal Puniſhment is 
« ſg remitted to the Penitent Sinner, that there remains no 
« auilt of a Temporal Puniſhment to be paid by him, either 
© now, or hereatter-in Purgatory, before he can attain to the 
* Kingdom of Heaven. And 2dly, In their Canons of the 
Maſs they relolve, © If any one ſhall fay that the Mafs g.qn, 22.Cn. 
*is not a Propitzatory Sacrifice, or that it ought not to be iii. pag. 135. 
« offer d for the .Living and the Dead, for their Sins, 
<« Pains, Satisfattions, and other Neceſſities, . let him be Awa- 
&* thema.- 


And 
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And accordingly the Biſhop of Meaux in his Expoſition of 

the DoRrine of the Catholick Church, contains himſelf within 

the fame Bounds. © Thoſe ( ſaies he.) who depart this Life 
a= * in Grace and Charity., but nevertheleſs indebted to the 
vil. oy 5. © Divine Juſtice ſome Pains which it reſerved, are to ſuffer. 
«them in the other Life. — This is what the Council of 

* 7rent propoſes to our belict touching the Souls detain'd in 

* Purgatory, Without defining in what their Pains conſiſts, 

* or many other ſuch like things. 

DOIN The Miſrepreſenter calls it, © A Place or State where 
eng « Sexls departing this Life, pardon'd as to the eternal Guilt 
xxtii, pag. 50. © Or Pain, yet obnoxious to ſome temporal Penalty, or with 

© Guilt of ſome Yenial faults, are purged and purifi'd before 
* their Admittance into ZZeavey. 
Alexander Natalis is yet more preciſe : He diſtinguiſhes 
what is of Faith in this Matter , and what not, and thus 
In diſſere. See. reſolves. That it do's not at all belong to the Faith. 
iv. 4ſſere. xli, * 7 Concerning the Place, whether it be in this World, 
P-8- 35% gx upon Earth, or in the dark Air where the Devils are ; 
< or in the ZZe#of the damned; or in ſome place underneath 
« nearer the Earth, that the Souls are purged, 2dly, Con- 
© cerning the Qzalzty of thoſe ſenſible Pains which the Souls 
* held in Purgatory undergo; whether it be true and cor- 
< poreal Fire, or whether Darkneſs and Sorrow, or any 0- 
< ther Torment inflicted by the Juſtice of God, puniſhing 
< them after a wonderful , yet true manner. 3dly, Con- 
« cerning the duration of thele Purgatory pains., how long 
< the Souls are detained there. ' Far tho Soo thought that 
< no Soul continu'd in Pargatory above ten years, yet it is a 
* matter altogether uncertain how many years thoſe Pains 
4 thalllaſt— The only thing therefore, he ſays, that is in 
4*Controverſy betweenthe Catholicks ( as he.calls them ) 
«1nd Proteſtants, is this, Whether the Faith teackes that 
«there is a State of the Dead, in which they ſhall be ex- 
piated 


© 
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© piated by Temporary Puniſhments, and from which they 
*may be freed, or otherwiſe helped by the Prayers of the 
© Church. 

But tho this then be all which theſe men ſuppoſe is to 
come into our inquiry ; yet I muſt obſerve, that the Cate- 
chiſm ſet out by order of the Council of Trent, determines 
concerning the Pains themſelves, that they are cauſed by 
Fire. © There is (ſays that Carechiſm) a Purgatory-F IRE, carchiſm. ad” 
* in which the Sos of the Faithful being tormented for a Perch. pare. 
* certain time, are expiated ; That ſo a paſſage may be Sr md 
* opened for them into their Etcrnal Country, into which Colon. 1684. 
*no defiled thing can enter. So that I do not ſee how 
they can chuſe but allow the Pains of Purgatory to be de- 
termined by them to the particular kind of Fire. 

St. Thomas is yet more preciſe ; not only that it is Fire 
in which the: Souls are tormented, but that it is the very In 4 Sent.4i/t. 
ſame Fire that Torments the Damned in Hell, and the juſt in ** 9% ©: ite 
Purgatory, And Bellarmin himſelf confeſſes, That almoſt 
all their Divines teach, that the Damned and the Souls in p.yum. d 
Purgatory , are tormented in the ſame Fire, and in the ſame Purg. lib. 2. 
Place. _ Pay: 

But yet, ſince they ſuppoſe that nothing ought to come *** 
into this diſpute, but what is juft defined in the Council of 
Trent ; we will take the ſtate of the Qze/tion according to 
their own deſire, and enquire only in the words of Cardinal 
Bellarmin, 


* Whether there be any fuch place, (as they ſuppoſe) 
*1;n which, as in a Prifon, the Souls are purged after this 
*Life, which were not fully purged before : that fo be- 
*ing cleanſed, they may be able to go into Heaven, 
*where no unclean thing ſhall enter. 
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S'EQCT. IL 


That there is #) Ground for ſuch a Purgatory in the Hely 
SCripture. 


O dcmonſtrate this, it will not,l preſume, be expected 

K thatl ſhould ſhew the weakeneſs of all thoſe Places, 

which tho ſome of their Controvertiſts have alledged, yet 

the more learned among them freely confels to have no- 

thing to the purpoſe in them. Cardinal Bellarmin has put 

together xx ſeveral Texts out of both Teſtaments ; but 

-De Purzat.l. yer was far from thinking them all to his purpoſe ; contfeſ- 

LF SIGH ſing either of all, or at leaſt of all out of the o/d Teſtament, 

except the fir/?, that they are but probable Arguments. Of 

theſe Alexander Natalis utterly rejets xvi; and one he 

mentions not, as indeed he needed not to do it, when 

Ib;d cap 8. Bellarmin himſclt had ſet a particular mark upon it, as im- 

1.68. porrnen; "A 

tri, p. 601.D. The Miſrepreſenter unwilling to ſee his Cauſe reduced 

to two only places of Holy Scripture, reſtores again to its 

+ 1 Coriii.t5. Authority + one of thoſe which Natalis had rejected *., 

"1 Petilt5- and adds another which they had all of them over-look'd, 

but very unfortunately : For that x/f, They have ever been 

ji B-larm de eſteemed [| two of the moſt difficult ard obſcure places of 

Purg 1. 1.C-Y- ll the #ew Teſtament; and therefore, certainly muſt be 
p.<32. A. Na : . 

talis Alex. diſs VErY unfit to build an Article of Faith upon. And then 

ſere. li. See. 2/y, For St. Auſtin, upon whoſe Authority he would be 

-2 375 thought to alledg them; 'tis evident that he utterly mi- 

ſtook the deſign of that Father, if he thought that he un- 

derſtood them of the Roman Purgatory, as both his words 

*74. in loc: Evidently thew, and his own Maſters * Natalzs, has inge- 


1 Cor. 3.15. nuouſly confels'd for the one, and .*. Be/larmin for theother 
Oy Are Chriſti Anima, Lib. 4. cap. 13. pag. 455- per tor. 


So 
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So that then I may reaſonably preſume to have anſwer'd the 

deſign of the preſent Seto», 1f I can givea fair account of 

thole two places which they all agree to be the principal 

ſupports of this Doctrine ; and from whence fome of them Nel Abx. 

doubt not to fay it may be demonſtratively concluded. mm 
Now the firſt of theſe, is that noted pathage inthe 2 Mac- 

cab, cap. xii, Where *.” (they tell us) it is faid, That Money ©* Miſrepraf: 

was ſent to Jeruſalem , that Sacrifices might be offerrd for * 33 8-3. 

the ſlain ; and 'tis recommended as a holy Cogitation to pray 

for the Dead, This not only Bellarmin ranks in the front Belarm. de 

of his Scriptare proofs, but the Miſrepreſenter has again ad- ME " 

vanced it, and Natalis doubts not to call it a demenſtrative xiii. yay 28. 

Teſtimony. Naralis ub. 
But to all this our Exceptions are very juſt : ſup. Þ. 364 


1/7, That the Book it ſelf is not of ſufficient Authority 
toeſtabliſh a matter of Faith. 

2dly, That if it were, yet is not the Text by any 
means clear for the proof of that, to which it 1s 
applicd by them. 


iſt, For the Authority of the Book it ſelf. 


Thus much our Adverfaries themſelves confeſs, and 1 See Men du 
lzoth. 


think we need deſire no more; That this Book was never 4,7, ys 
received by the * Jews as Canomica/: That St. Ferome there- 55, &c. © 


fore rejeed it our of the Canon of the Chriſtian Church : * Bellarm. de 
That it was not of a .". /ong time after received into it ; inſo- _ by = 
much, that in || Pope Gregory the Great's time, that is DC 2alir lex. 
years after Chriſt, it was lawful to doubt of its Authority ;/<c, i" 77: 3: 


for indeed, that Pope himſelf did not receive it as Cano- - 4 a 


ical. And furethen it ought not to be thought unreaſona- -*. Beler. ibid. 

ble in us todoubt of the Authority of a Book, which being ? 26.008 

a part of the old Teſtament, was yet never received by the c, 10. «d. 4. 
C 


Jews 


r4 


2 Meccab. xii. 


39,. v. &c, 


To.bua vi. 
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Jews 2s-Canonical, and of whoſe Authenticalneſs therefore, 
the Primitive Chriſtian Church for the firſt DC years de- 
Cclared themſelves altogether unſatisfied. But * 

2ly, To allow the Book the Credit which they deſire ; 
yet ſtill the Zext is by no means clear far the proof of that 
to which it is applied by them. Fhe Story its ſelf is this, 
* That when Judas the day after the Battel came to bury 
<* the Bodies 'of them that, were ſlain, they found under the 
© Coats of every one that had been killed, things conſecra- 
« ed to the Idols of the Jamnites, which was forbidden to 
< the Fews by the Law. This diſcovered to them the cauſe 
« of their Death, and how they were ſlain by God for their 
« Sin. Hereupon Judas and all his men betook themſelves 
© to Prayer, and beſought God rhat the Sin might wholly 
* be put out of Remembrance. And Judas upon this oc- 
© caſion exhorted the People to keep themſelves by their 
* Example from the like Sin ; and laſtly, He made a Colle- 
«* Z;on among them of a Sum of Money, and ſent it to Je- 
< ruſalem, to offer a Sin-effering unto the Lord. 

This is the Story, and the Deſign of all is very eaſy ; 
That Judas conſidering the danger he had been in by the 
Sin of theſe men, pray'd to God that 1t might not be im- 
puted to the People, and offer'd a Sin-offering for the Congre- 
gation according to the Law; remembring what the whole 
People had once ſuffer'd in the like caſe for Achay's Tranſ- 

a | 
. But our. Adverſaries will have-this Sin-offering to have 


' been for the: Dead,-and the Hiſtory expreſly ſays it was fo. 


I anſwer, 1/7, The Ziftory ſays no more than what we have 
ſet down,that Judas did this : For thereſt,it is the conjecture 
of the #iftorian,not an hiſtorical Narration of what deſign 
Judas. had in it. - Now that this could not have - been his 
deſign, is'evident, 2dly, In that neither the Law of Moſes, 
aor any other part of the Zoly Scripture, makes any men- 

tion 


UM 
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tion of any ſuch Sacrifice either preferibed or allow'd of, 
for the Dead. And 3dly, Had the Law in ſome Caſes ap- 
proved of Sacrifices for the Dead, yet certainly: it could 
not have done it in this, /do/atry being one of theſe Sins for 
which there was no Offering allowed , nor any Atonement 
to be made for it. , 

But what then is it that this Z7;/orian deſigned # I re- 
ply, it was this : That Judas by this: Sacrifice made an 
atonement for the Dead , to the end that their Sin- being 
forgiven, they might have a happy — \ This he 
expreſly declares, v. 44, 45. For conſidering (ſays the Hi 
ſteian) that there is an excellent reward laid up for thoſe 
*that dye Godly, which was a holy and godly thought ; 't:7* 1ucai- 
* he therefore made an expiation for the Dead, that they 7» mis wr" 
&* might be abſolved from their Sin. For many of the Feivs 76s; row 
then, as ſome Chriſtians have done ſince, thought Offer. #7#*** 
inzs might be made for the forgiveneſs of thoſe Sins after ron _ 
Death, that were not forgiven before. Therefore ſeeing Na "ct = 2 
that theſe Souldiers died in a grievous Sin before they $ 2vnci; 
had time to repent, the Hiſtorian ſuppoſed that Fudas #iroa.”03:v 
might have deſigned this Offering to expiate their Offence, «© 7:0nxe- 
that ſo they might obtain-a Happy Reſurreition. But now 7” * 9ne- 
this was only the conjeFare of the Hiſtorian, and.as before #*! *miox- 
we have ſeen very ill grounded, to be. fure far enough di- _ a 
ſtant from the Roman Purgatory. For 1h, This reſpected OO 
the futare Reſurrettion:, That the preſent Sufferings of the 
Dead.- 2dly, The Prayers here ſpoken of , were offered 
for men who dyed in a Mortal Sin; but the Papiſts deny 
that any ſach go to Pargatory, or can receive any benefit 
from the Prayers of the Living. 3dly, Whatever becomes 
of all the reſt ; how was it poſſible that theſe Prayers 
ſhould have been deſigned :for the flain to deliver them 
out of Purgatory, when if wewill beheve the Papifts them- 
{elyes, theur Souls were'not there but either 'in Hell, _—_ 

2 tie 
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the Limbus, where they ſuppoſed the Souls of the Ancient 
Fathers were detained, till'our Saviour Chriſt deſcending 
thither, ſet them free. 

So that which way ſoever then we: conſider this paſ- 
ſage, it cannot-give us any manner of fatisfaftion. If we 
look upon it as a part of that Ziſtory, the Book is not Ca- 
wonical ; nor was ever eſteem'd fo by the Fews, or by' the 
Chriſtians of the firſt 600 Years. It we take it as the 7» 
flory of what Judas did, this reſpe&ted not the-Dead' at 
all ; nor by conſequence can it belong to Purgatory. If, 
' according to the Opinion of the Relator, it regards the 
Dead indeed, but then with reference to their future Re- 
ſurretion, not their preſent Puniſhment ; and o is ſtill im- 
pertinent. If finally, according to the Hyporhefis of the 
Papiſts themſelves, it is utterly impoſſible it ſhould belong 
to Purgatory, becauſe there was as yet-no ſuch place, and 
therefore theſe Souldiers could not be there, or by any 
Sacrifices be delivered from thence. And this I hope may 
be a ſufficient reply to this firſt paſſage. 

The other, from whence they alſo tell us their Doctrine 
of Purgatory may be demonſtratively concluded, is in the 
Xilth of St. Mat. v. 32. Where our Saviour ſpeaking of-the 
Sin againſt the Holy Ghoſt, tells us, * That it ſhall not be 
* forgrven neither in this World, nor in that to come. 

He would, I believe, be thought to makea very ſtrange 
concluſion, that ſhould without more ado argue thus ab- 
ruptly from this Paſſage, 7htrefore there is a Purgatory : 
And indeed they themſelves are ſenſible of it. And there- 
fore Bellarmin confeſles, that m——_ the Rules of Lo- 
gic, Purgatory cannot be inferr'd from hence : But accord- 
ng to. the Reles of Predtnce he thinks it may, becauſe that 
otherwiſe, he fays, Chriſt muſt be faid to have ſpoken im- 
fropersy, which we ought not to ſuppoſe he did. But if there 

nothing in-this place to prove Purgatory, — 
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the rules of Logic, I ſuppoſe it muſt be ſome miſtake then, 
in that which he told us before , that it may be de- 
monſtratively inferr'd from thence. For as for” the rule 
Ts thac. will- at moſt make it but very pro- 

le. ; 
But indced this rule will fail them as well as the other, 
as we ſhall evidently fee in examining the Proofs which - 
they make from it. Now their Argument lies thus : 
* Our Saviour Chriſt ſays, that the Sin againſt the Holy 
&« GhoFf ſhall not be remitted neither in this World, nor in 
* that to come : We mult therefore ſuppoſe that ſome Sins 
« ſhall be remitted in the World to come, or elſe our Savi- 
* our ſpake improperly, which according to the Rules of 
& Prudence we may not. fay. Now the World to come, mult 
«* ſgnifie the ate of the Soul between the day of every mans 
& Death, and the final Reſurreftion, becauſe that after that, 
© no Sins ſhall be remitted : And it muſt be to thoſe who 
* are in a middle fate; becauſe thoſe whoare Zleſſed, are 
* already forgiven ; and.thoſe who are damned ſhall zever 
« be on / on, | 

This is the ſum-of their arguing from this place : but 
now. if it .appear that we can have no manner of aſlu- 
rance of any of theſe ſuppoſitions ; much more if it be 
clear that not one of them is true; Then I preſume it will 
follow, that neither is it prudentially credible that our Sa- 
viour here intended to eſtabliſh a Purggtory, but rather al- 
together certain that he did not.. x 


1, Then : Our Saviour fays, that the. Sin agginf? the 
Holy Ghoft ſhall not be forgiven, neither in this World, 
mor in that to come ; therefore, they conclude, ſome 
Sins ſhall be forgiven in the World to come. 

L anſwer: It is moſt certain that ſome Sins ſhall be for- 

given in the World to come, even all thoſe that are forgi- 
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ven in this, and for which therefore God ſhall not call us 
to-account at the laſt Day. As if one ſhould fay, To him 
that repents and believes , his Sins ſhall not be imputed 
yeither in this World nor in the World to come ; that is, 
they ſhall never be imputed. And fo both St. Mark and 
+ Mark ii, 29. St, Ly&e interpret the Phraſe, * Ze ſhall not be forgiven, 
Luxe xt. 19. favs the one; he ſhall not be forgiven for ever, fays the * 
. other : What is this to Purgatory 2? 

But our Adverfaries are more acute : Chriſt ſays the Sx 
azainft the Holy Ghoſt ſhall not be forgiven neither in this 
World nor in that to come ; therefore ſome Sins that are 
not forgiven in this World, ſhall be forgiven in the World 
20 come, This indeed is no conſequence, according to the 
Rules of Logic, as Bellarmin acknowldges ; but how then 
docs it follow 2 Becauſe that otherwiſe our Saviour Chriſt 
would have ſpoken improperly, which according to the 
Rule of Prudence we ought not to ſay. The Cardinal might 
have added, . a@cording to the Rule of Civility and good 
Breeding too. But ſtill how does this appear 2 Why be- 
cauſe that otherwiſe it would have been impertinent to 
fay that it ſhall not be forgiven neither z» this world, nor in 
the world to come , if no fins ſhould be forgiven in the world 
to come, that are not forgiven in zhzs. 

I anſwer, 1//, He might have faid it to exaggerate his 
Speech, and ſo the better enforce the hainouſneſs of the 
Crime ; andit is a thing very ordinary on ſuch occaſions 
to uſe many words, when one would have been ſufficient : 
But 2d4ly, He might, and certainly did do it, to prevent 
the miſtake of the Jews, and cur off all hopes of pardon 
for this ſin : Two things there were which they under- 
ſtood by the x27 Sy, or world to come ; the Kingdom f 
the Meſſiah, and the ſtate after death; and in both theſe 
they thought a Remiflion might be had for ſome fins, that 
were not otherwiſe to be forgiven : Our Bleſſed Saviour 

| there- 
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therefore to take away all hopes of Remiſſion for this Sin, 
and make the deeper Impreſſion upon their minds, bids 
them not flatter themſelves with any ſuch fond Expecta- 
tions ; that this was a Sin that ſhould zever be forgiven 
them , neither in this World, nor in the World to come ; 
i. e. neither zow nor in the XKinzdom of the Meſſtah ; neither 
in the hour of Death, nor in the day of Judgment. But 


2ly, They ſuppoſe, That the World to come muſt ſigni- 
fy the time between every mans Death and the gene- 
ral Reſurreftion, | 
But now for this, there 1s no manner of Ground, either in 
the Holy Scripture, or in the Language of the Fews; nor 
can it be with any propriety ſo eſtcem'd. For the World 
to come, cannot be ſuppoſed to hegin till this World ends, 
z, e. till the time be,that according to their own * Confeſſion, * Belarm 4: 
Purgatory ſhall be no more. Whatever then our Saviour P72 4 1. c. 5: 
Chriſt means by the World to come, or however Sins ſhall be hr 
remitted there; it cannot be underſtood of- Purgatory , fimum judi- 
which now is in this preſent World, and in the other ſhall _ non fore 
be deſtroy *d. argatoriuu 


34ly, They ſuppoſe, laſtly ; That the Perſons whoſe Sins 
ſhall be forgiven, are not the perfedtly juſt, in whom 
there is no {pot of Sin remaining ; nor yet the damned, 
whoſe Sins are irremiſlible ; but ſuch as are in a mid- 
ale State, 1.e. that depart with ſandifying Grace and 
Chaticy, but yet guilty of ſome leſſer Sins, - of which 
they are to be Purged. 

I relpy, 1/7, That there is not a word oP all this ſo much 
2s hinted ir, the Text; and any one might from thence as 
reaſonably conclude for either of the other kinds, as they 
do for this middle ſort. For as concerning the Juft, it is 
not certainly at all abſurd to ſay, that their Sins are then 


forgiven, 


Mar, v, 26. 
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forgiven, when they are finally acquitted at Gods Tribunal, 
as they ſhall be in the World to come. And for the Wicked, 
ſince we here are told that Blaſphemy againſt the Foly Ghoſt 
is the only Sin that ſhall »»t Ze forgzven; nay, our Saviour 
expreſly- ſays, That a/! other Sins ſhall be remitted; it may 
with much more agreement to the 7ext follow, that all 
men, be their Sins what they will, ſhall have Grace of Re- 
pentance whereby they may be pardon'd in the World to 
come,the Blaſphemers of the Holy Ghoſt alone excepted, than 
that thoſe only ſhall be forgzver, who die with venial Sins. 
But 

24ly, What have we here to do with the Remiſſion of 
Sins > Purgatory is a place, not where Sins are remitted, but 
where they are puniſh'd with the greateſt Severity ; nay, 
what is ſtill more, puniſh'd after they are remitted; nay, 
what is ſtill more extraordinary,theretore puniſhed, becauſe 
they are remitted. For if the Guilt were not remitted, the 
Sinner could not go to Purgatory, nor have the favour of 
being puriſh'd there. And therefore it is utterly imperti- 
nent from the Remiſſon of ſome Sins in the World to come , 
to conclude there is a place where all Sins, even the /ea/t, 
are exafted, and that fo rigidly, that there is no eſcaping 
thence, till either by their ſelves or their friends, they have 
paid the-very uttermoſt Farthing. 

In ſhort, if we will conclude any thing as concerning the 
Remiſſion of Sins from this ; the Rules both of Logick and 
Prudence will dire& us to make one part of the Oppoſition 
anſwer to the other : And then it will ſtand thus, The Six 
againſt the Holy Ghoſt ſhall never be at all forgiven,whether 
asto Guilt or Punzſhment,but ſhall be avenged to all Eternity. 
Therefore all other Sins upon Repentance ſhall be forg;ven, 
both as to the Faxlt and Puniſhment, ſo as not to be required, 
neither zow or hereafter. Any other Remiſſion than this, the 
Scripture no where ſpeaks of, nor do's this Text infer it ; 

An 
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And to ſuppoſe without proof that there is any other, is in 
good earneſt to beg the Queſtion. 


" The ſum of all, is what I before faid : That our Bleſſed See Dr. Light- 
Saviour intended by this Phraſe, to cut off all hopes of 2% #9" *e 


Pardon for this Six, by telling them that it ſhould not be 
remitted, neither by any Expiation in this Life, nor by any 
extraordinary Grace of God in the Age of the Meſſiah, or in 
the Life after this ; which are the only notions of the World 
to come, that the Jews knew, and in both which they fan- 
ci'd ſome Sins not elſewhere remiſible, might be forgiven. 
And this may ſuffice to have been faid to ſhew how far 
the Holy Scripture is from eſtabliſhing this Dorine as an Ar- 
ticle of Faith ; ' for fure, if theſe places which they call de- 
monſtrative, are (o little to the Purpoſe, we can have no 
reat ExpeQtation from the reſt, which themſelves eſteem 
t only probable proofs of it. 


SECT. IIL 


That the Primitive Church for 600. years, knew nothing of 
the Romiſh Purgatory. 


B UT if the Scriptures be thus filent in this matter, let 
us ſee if the Fathers of the Church in the firſt Ages of 
the Goſpel received the preſent Dofrine of Purgatory as 
an Article of their belief. I ſhall need to inſiſt ſo much the 
Jeſs on this here, becauſe the greateſt part of the Autho- 
rities, that are uſually produced to this effe&, relate not 
immediately to Purgatory , 'but to Prayers for the Dead; 


and therefore will be more proper to be confider'd in the 


next Diſcourſe. Thoſe that ſpeak preciſely to this | 
are but few ; and I ſhall take them in fuch order, as ſeems 
moſt natural for our Examination. | 
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ORIGEN., Ang the firſt I ſhall mention , is Origey. We ought fo 

. much the rather to complain of the Sophiſtry of our Ad- 

verſaties in making uſe of his Teſtimony ; in that, either 

they themſelves muſt deny that his Opinion concerning 

Pargatory,was the famewith theirs,or they muſt conteſsthar 

thoſe Farhersand Councils who condemned him as an Here- 

tick on this account, have in him pronounced their Sentence 

alſo. I have before obſerved of this Father, thathe thought 

there were no Pains but Purgatory after -tliis Liſe ; inſomuch, 

that after a certain time not only all men, tho never fo 

wicked, but the Devils themſelves ſhould be purified by 

Lib.1.de Purg.chem, 'and ſo faved in the end. | [This Be/armin elſewhere 

e.ii p. 573-C- confeſſes: to:have been his Opinion, and to this the place 

1 ray which he quotes out of him clear- 

Origen. Homil. 6. in Exod. Qgj falvus fit p refers: He that is ſaved, is 
a 


per ignem (alyus fir, ur fiquid forte de Spe- ved by Fire, that ſo if by chance 


ie plumbi habuerir admixtum, id ignis de- . - 
—_ & reſolvar, ut efficiantur OMN ES he has any thing of Lead mixed in 


aurum purum, Belar. de Purg. 1, 1, c. 10. p. him , the- Fire may melt and ſepa- 
608, B. _ rateit, that ſo ALL may be made 
| y pure Gold, Andis not this a rare 
"Teſtimony for Purgatory , which neither they themſelves 
approve of, and which, both the Ancient Fathers Epipha- 
nius, St. Ferome, St. Auſtir, nay, and even the 5th General 

Cenncil its {elf, has condemned as Heretical ? 
GR. NYSSEN. And whatT have now faid of Origen, I muſt in the next 
place affirm of another Father, and he the firſt which 
Bellarmine produces on this occaſion, viz. Gregory Nyſſen, 
who has long ſince been gbſerved as to this matter, to have 
favour'd the Fereſte of Qrigen. Indeed we are. told. by 
Codex 233. p. Photius, that Germanus Patriarch of Conſtantinople 1n: the 
$04. Ed. G-L- VIL Century, wrote an Apology for him, in which he ſhews 
:that this was not. the Opinion of Gregory Nyſſex himſelf, 
but that his wosks had been corrupted by the followers of 
Origen, the better to countenance their Error ; which ſo ever 
It 
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it were, it is the ſame thing as td the” Authority of his Wri- 
tings in this 'Controverlſy : And indeed the-very places ci- 
ted by Bellarmin ſhew, that this was the Purgatory he con- 
tends for ; viz. ſuch, in whichall were'to þe purified, and 
at. laſt ſaved for ever. + He diſtinguyſhes'two Orders. of 
Men, of which one by'the Diſcipline of Chriſt arc purged 


here on Farth, * ſuch are the Pa- 
triarchs, Prophets, Apoſtles, Diſ- 
ciples, Martyrs, and as many as 
preferred (fayshe) a V&rtuous life 
before a ſenſual and miterial en- 
Joyment ; In the other he ranks, 
« All other men whatſoever, who 
* ſhall return,he ſays,to that Grace 
* that was once given them, after 
*© that by the future Diſcipline 
(7. e. in the World to come, after 
the final judgment ') *©* they ſhall 
* have caſt off in the Purgatory 
®fire their propenſion to matter : 


For fo it is in the Original ; and 


not as Bellarmin renders it; a 
Wiping away the ſpots of mat- 


ter in a Purgatory fire after this life, 


* Greg NyſT de mortuis Orat. pag. 635. 
Tis mifp1dppes T4 X) TS megpiints, 1; TeV 
ow dum; Te %; wr" Heivors IN aperiis Ty 
*; praooogia; dyadpauorms 6h T9 TINeOr ; 
tare; Mw, x) dmibaus, x, wapmpu;, 
%; mums 76) F Wapsmy Gals ne3 Te vn 
%s TenpuxaTe Bis, 636, A. To. 3. Ed. 
GL. Paris 1638. 

Ibid. p. 636. Te 5 aormiy die + «5 
UStegy dnwyTg oy 14D apoica Tet ama” 
Canomoy Fo arys.F valu ag(m was , 
x; ae3s # Js apyis emanates 9 Th guoes 
z4ew — 5 30 Hs de DRauda PF de. 
gerwy i 6#Wwpla Th gym. B. Which Bel- 
larmine from P. Franciſc.Zinus, faultily ren- 
ders, Aliis autem polt hanc vicam purgatorio 


igne materiz labes abſtergentibus. de Purg. 
L. I. C. 10. p. 607. 


= 


To theſe two I muſt in- the next place ſubjoin St.-Jerome, S. HIEROME. 
whom, tho' 1 will not with || Ryfinus-accuſe of being in- |! See Belarm. 
volved in the Error of Origen, yet Þ Bellarmin himſelf * Furs: 2: 


. I. p. 631. A 


cannot deny him to have been charged with an Opinion # 1bid. 532. C- 
not very much differing from it, viz. * That All Catholick 

* Chriſtians ſhall in the end be-ſaved, after they have been * 

* tried and purified in the fire. + And this the very place 

which they cite in favour of their Purgatory, plainly thews 


2 


ro 
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Sicut Diaboli & omninm negatorum atq; 
impiorum , qu dixerunt in corde ſuo non eſt 
Deus, credimus ztrerna tormenta; fic Peccato- 
rum & Impiornm , & ramen Chriſdanorum, 
guorum opera in Igne probanda ſunt atq; 
purganda, moderatam arbitramur ,& mixrtam 


clementiz ſententiam Judicis..Comm. in If. in 
fin. Belarm. |. 1. c. 10. p. 608. A. 


« ind wicked, but yet 
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to have been his Opinion ; © As we 
* pelieve ( ſays ws the torments 
&* of the Devil, and of all that de- 
* wy the Faith, and of thoſe wicked 
* men who have ſaid in their heart 
* there us n) Ged, to be eternal: 
« So for thoſe who are Sinners 


Chriſtians, whoſe works are to be 


© tried and purged in the fire, we believe that the ſentence of 


* the Judge ſhall be moderate, and 
which words, this Opinion which: 


"xt with clemency, In 
Romaniſts themſelves 


confeſs to be Erromeons, is plainly contain'd, v:z, Of the 
moderate puniſhment of wicked men and inners, if Chriſtians ; 
z. e. of their falvation after a certain time of Purgation in 
the fire of the laſt judgment ; (for fo the oppoſition to the 
Eternal puniſhment of the others, requires us to expound it): 
But for the Burning of good men, whole {ins are forgiven, 
and who depart this Life in a ſtate of Charity, and in the 
Grace of God, ſuch as are puniſh'd in the Popiſh Purga- 
tory, of this there is no mention. 
And the fame is fo evidently the meaning of the other 
| paſſage alledged by Bellarmis 


Bellarm. ib. p. 668. D. Hieron. lib. 1. contr. 
Pelag. ultr. med. Si autem Origines omnes ra- 
tionabiles creatnras dicit non efle perdendas, 
& Diabolo tribuit Pznitentiam; Quid ad 
nos, qui Diabolum & frellites cjys, omneſq; 
irmpios & prevaricatores-dicimus perire per- 
_ & Chriſcianos, fi in peccato preeventi 

rint, falyandos effe poſt pornas ? ., 


from this Father, that there can 
be no doubt of it: © If, fays he, 
* Origen ſays that all rational crea- 
* tures are not tobe deſtroyed, and 
* allows repentance to the Devil; 
* What is this tous, who ſay, that 


* the Devil and his companions, and 
* all wicked and prevaricating men ſhall periſh for ever; aud 
* that Chriſtians, if they are overtaken in their fins, ſhall be 
* ſaved after Puniſhment ? 


And hitherto we have conſidered ſuch paſſages as the 
Error of Origen, ſufficiently different from the DoQtrine of 
the 
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the Romiſh Purgatory, : has given occaſion to. But there 
was another opinion in the Primitive Church, which I have 
mentioned above, and to which many other expreſſions - + 
of the other Fathers do allude, viz. * That all thoſe who 
« at the /a/# day ſhall appear before the Judgment-ſeat of 
* Chriſt, ſhall be proved by a certain zerrible fire, by the 
* force of whicl»the god and bad ſhall be ſeparated, and 
«if any evil of their paſt life ſtill adheres to the Good, it 
* ſhall then in that Purgatory fire be intirely done away. 
Now to this belong thoſe paſſzges that are produced on 
this occaſion from Ladtantins, Hilary, St. Ambroſe, Euſe- Bellarm. de 


bius Emiſſenus, and ſome of St. Auſtin himſelf. I ſhall offer 


Purg. 1.1. & *&, 
p. 607. &Cc. 


one proof of this in the laſt inſtance of Cardinal Be/ar- 
min , St. Hilary, which he thus quotes, * An unvearied 


« fre is to be undergone by us, in which are to be 
& endured thoſe grievous puniſhments, of a ſoul 
* to be expiated from its fins. But the whole 
paſhge is indeed this : © St. Hilary in his An- 
* notations on the 20 v. of the 119. P/a/.* My 
&* ſoul breaketh for the longing that it hath unto 
thy judgments ; applies it unto the future judg- 
ment ; and among other obſervations has this 
paſſage, © Seeing we mu#? render an account for 
« every idle word, do we deſire the day of juds- 
&« ment in which that unwearied jire is to be paſ 
* ed through? In which thoſe grievous puniſh- 
« ments are to be undergone for the expiating of a 
&* ſoul from fin > A ſword ſhall paſs through the 
* foul of the B. Virgin Mary, that the thoughts 


© of many Hearts may be revealed. If that Vir-- 


& 7in who bore God, is to come into the ſeverity of 
_ . . 
«the judgment, will any one dare defire to be 


© judged by God. This certainly is fuch a Teſti- 


mony as had Bellarmin ever examined it , he 


Nobis eſt ille indefefſug 
ignis obeundus, in quo ſube- 
unda ſunt gravia illa expi- 
andz a peccatis anime fup- 
plicia. Bef. p. 609, 


Hilar. in Pal, 118. Gimel; 
pag. 865. F, $66. A. Edir. 
Paris, 1652. y 

An cum ex omni ocioſo 
verbo rationem fimus pre 
ſtiruri, diem judicis concu- 
piſcimus, in quo nobis eſt 
ille indefeſſus ignis obeun- 
dus, in quo ſubeunda ſunt 
gravia illa expiandz a pec- 
catis animz ſupplicia ? B, 
Mariz animam Gladius per- 
tranfibir, ut revelentur mul- 
torum cordium cogitatio- 
nes; 6 in judicis ſeveriratem, 
capax illa Dei Virgo ventura 
eſt, defiderare quis audebir 
a Deo judicari ? 


would 
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woul:l have. been aſhamed to have produced it for a proof 
of Purzatory. 


CYPRIAN,. 
B-larm, de 
Pai:g i c.l0 
P.-C5 


DD. 6 purged fre 
& ded. a" great while by fire ; anither by ſuffering to: have 


The Authority of St. Cyprian. as it is commonly cited 
. 5 . . 
by -them, ſeems more: conſiderable ; *'7is one thing to be 


m ſins by a long time of torments, and to be men- 


&* purged all /ins. But the truth 1s, this 4s as little to the 
purpoſe as any we have yet ſeen. St. Cyprian 1n that Epi- 
{tle to Antonian, defends a certain new Decree of. his 
Church that had been made in favour of thoſe who fell in 
times of perſecution, whereby they were admitted to pe- 
nance, and by which it was feared by ſome, leſt the Chri- 
tians ſhould be rendred more flow to ſuffer for the Faith. 
In this Epiſtle St. Cyprian ſhews Antoniar, that though the 
Church had granted ſomething of favour to theſe Libe/lla- 
tick Chriſtians, yet ſtill their condition was infinitely 
worſe than that of the Martyrs, fo that there-was no cauſe 
. to doubt but that every one ought to prefer Martyrdom, 
notwithſtanding the new favour that was allow'd to them. 


Cyprian. Epiſt. 55. Anto- 


niano. pag. 109, 110. Edir. 


Oxon. Aliud eft ad veniam 
{tare, aliud ad Gloriam per- 
venire ; aliud miffum in car- 
cerem non exire inde, donec 
tolvat noviſſimum quadran- 
rem , aliud ftatim fidei & 
virtutis accipere Mercedem : 
aliud pro peccatis longo do- 
lore cruciatum emundari, & 
purgari diu igne, (f. diutine) 
aliud peccata omnia paſſio- 
ne purgaſ.e ; Aliud denique 
pendere in die judicii ad ſen- 
tentiam domini;; Aliud ſta- 
11m a Domino Coronari. 


And then entring' upon the compariſon, '77s 
one thing (ſays he) to fland in expettation of 
pardon, (as the Penitents did) another to be 
arrived at their glory (as the Martyrs were) : 
'Tis one thing being clapt into the priſon, not to 
go out thence till they have paid the uttermoſt 
farthing ; (4.e. not to be admitted into the 
Church till they had paſt through all the ſeve- 
ral parts of the penance inflicted on them) an- 
cther preſently to receive the reward of their 
faith and courage : One thing to be cleanſed by a 
long grief for fin, and to be purged a long time by 


fire ; another to have purged away all fins by ſuf- 


fering. (All which ſtill refers to the afflictions 


and troubles of the Penance they were 'to undergo, and 


. 


CON» 
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concerning which all this diſcourſe of .St. Cyprian is ; 
wherea: the Zly Martyrs by ſufferinz, were already clean- 
ſed from all their /s.” There is nothing more ordinary than 
by the phraſe of Fire to ſignifie any kind of aff{itions : and 
it the conjecture of the Reverend Editor of the Oxford 
Cyprian , be accepted, as the authority of ſeveral Mas 
nuſcripts, ſeems to render it exceeding probable, that in- 
ſtead of 4iu igne,it ought to be dintine : then it will follow, 
that this Father ſpoke nothing at all of fre, but only faid 
this, That it 1s infinitely better with the Martyrs to be ju- 
ſtified from all their ſins in Heaven, than with the Peni- 
tents be put under a long courſe of ſevere diſcipline for 
them here in the Church on Earth. 

And this Interpretation the Learned Riga/tius approves ; 

And what S.Cypr. himſelf adds,plainly ſhews that it cannot See his Annor. 
refer to: the Romiſh Purgatory , where going on ſtill with i" 1c Þ, 109, 
the Avtithefis, he adds, *7is one thing in the day of Fudz- ha 

ment to expett with Anxiety the Sentence of the Lord, ( as 

theſe Penitents were to do) ; another to be preſently crown'd 

by the Lord, as theſe Martyrs were. Now this could not 

be faid of the Sowls in Purgatory, who if you believe them; 

are in no Axxiety about their future Sentence, but actually 

ſecure of their Salvation, as ſoon as they ſhall be deliver'd 

from thoſe ſevere, yet temporary Pains in' which theyare. 

For Gregory Naztianzen, both his * Scholzaſt Nicetas In- GREGORY 
terprets the Fire he ſpeaks of, to be that of Zell, and the NAZIANZ. 
occaſion of his words, and the Perſons to whom he Ad- ne - 
dreſſes, ſhew it can be underſtood of no other. The Perſons Paris 1630. 
were the Novatians ; the occaſion to exhort them by the _ . 
fear of this Puniſhment to return to the Communzon of the Homit39.T M 
Church. Now for Schiſmaticks, if they continue obſtinate p. 635 
in their Separation, I ſuppoſe the Church of Rome will al- 
low there ſhall . be reſerved ſome worſer Fre than that of 


Purgatory. 
7's The 
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The next Father produced by Bellarmis , is St. Baſil, 


Bel. $.608. Go upon /{. ix. 18. ſays, That Sin is therefore by the 


"On 1 d>rwre mAvgurbremy Why ov Bo- 
mlyeus, 3} Sus 29 TRANG GuTTNG i jurnnrs, 


Ede tu urwonwy Þ diiprier did © 
*Kounnoynhous » imuitionsdy dvr Enegy 
ities F rg Supremes Tvegs xgrabpuMra, * 


Prophet compared to Graſs, becauſe 
Graſs is the moſt fruitful among 
Herbs :— And then he goes on in 
the Words produced for Purgato- 
ry; 1; therefore we ſhall lay open 
our Sins by Confeſſion, we ſhall make 
this Graſs dry, and worthy to be 


Bail. in 9. I/. Tom. 2. p. 216. Ed. G.L. Paris, 


1637. devoured by the y gorary Fire. 


| Now that this Purgatory-fire can- 

not be that which the Romarxif?s mean, is evident from 

this, that. the Six is not devoured by that, but being firſt 

devoured by Confeſſion and Repentance, is here puniſh'd 

in this Fire. We muſt therefore ſetk out ſome other mean- 

ing, and for that we can take no better than what this 

ſame Commextary affords us; viz. That it ſignifies the Ho- 

ly =_ operating upon the Hearts of the Penitent, and 

with his Celeftial Fire conſuming thoſe Sins which by 

Confeſſion are dried, and made fit for that Holy Flame. So 

on the 6th of Tfaiah, ſpeaking of the Altar which the Pro- 

- phet there ſaw, he fays was ſip- 

"Emvegvioy 73 Wunecnersy » fri 2 nified by it, * A certain Celeſtial 

eley x928e.9u7 JuzSr , Iow iunipm) Fr 4% 1);1-" namely the place of the 

cs ars dunciyuymm 76 ag det peroy vg, purifying of Souls ; from whence 
oiiTy met KATE x) Eiuwr@ ingier 1 «That P i 

xap\a ire ivory dunis 6 waEr Tis urgatory-fire s "20006 Oe 

apts Twbry Seudororras mel us ml to the ſanQified Powers. With 

md.uen Lore; , ice To. 2. cap. 6, pp this Fire did the heart of Cleo- 

172, B. * has and Simon burn, when our 

*Lord open'd to them the Scriptures. With this Fire 

*are they heated, who are wer by the Holy Ghoſt, cc. 

As for the other Paſſage that is alledged from the 

V;d. ibid. pag. ſame Comment,-it is ſo clear, that by the purgzug, or rather 

216. E. the caſtigating Fire which he there ſpeaks of, he underſtands 


__..:43 thoſ: 
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thoſe Evils and Aﬀlitions that God was about to bring up- 
on the ſraelites for their Amendment , that I ſhall not 
need fay any thing more to it. 

For Zheodoret, whom Be/larmin cites out of his Com- THEODOR! 
ments on 1 Cor. 3. He is indeed the cleareſt of all to their 
purpoſe : We believe, ſays he, this to be the very Purgatory Belarm. pag. 
fire, in which the Souls of the dead are try d and purged as me 
Gold in a Crucible, But now the misfortune is, that 7heo- 
doret has no fuch words ; nay, though they themſelves are 
the Editors of his Works, yet have they never yet dared 
to inſert this pretended explication into them. It is in- 
deed an inſtance of the peculiar confidence of theſe men 
in their pretences to Antiquity, not only to goon to alledg 
* Theodoret for an Abetter of their DoEtrine, after they had * See Beflarm. 
been publickly challenged by a *'. Greek Author in his Tratt %":4e _ & 

inſt Purgatory concerning it; but eſpecially, when his *,;3? 5p; 

again garory g 1t; PECIALY, IS **Nilus dePur- 
Comments on thisvery place of St. Paul, which themſelves gatorio, p. 144- 
have ſet forth, interpret the Fire he there ſpeaks of, to be || || Theodoretwir 
the Fire of Hell; and the Day which 1s to reveal it, the 1 Cor. 3. 12, 
Day of Judgment. I 3. Tis Wiy= 


" yns 7 mug. 1% 
Zo Þo I 34+ A, and below Lit. B., 1 30 WER, Sauer? earn Te, » 3 POT, TA Ez Lit. " A 
nutes The ingazei as 7% owThp&, Edit. Paris Ge Ls 1642, 


There are yet remaining two of the Writers of the La- 
tin Church to be conſider d by us; the firſt Zertullian in TERTUL, 


' his Book de Arima, c. 17. So Bellarmin alledges him ; but 


it ſhould have been the 35. But this Author is utterly for- 
reign to his purpoſe : All he fays is, That the Souls of Men 
ſhall be reſtor'd to their Bodies, ſome ſooner, others later, in 
Chrifts millenary Kingdom, according to what their Sins or 


Piety have deſerved : That if we live wickedly; ttie Tudg 


ſhall caſt us into the /ufernal Priſon, from whence we ſhall —— = 


executionis, & ille te in carcerem mander infernum, unde non dimittaris nifi modico quoque 
delicto mora Reſurretionis expenſo, Pag. 291, Edit. Paris 1675. 
| E, ot 


Se. AUSTIN, 


+ See bis En- 
chiridzon. cap. 


A Diſcourſe of Purgatory. 


not go out, until every the leaſt Offence has been paid for by 
the delay of our rifing. And this was all that Riga!tius him- 
ſelf —_ rſtood by it. 

As for St. Auſtin, the laſt Father to be conſidered by us, 
I have already faid enough to obviate whatever Authorities 
can be brought from him. He was in the Opinion of thoſe 
who believed a Probatory-fire at the end of the World ; and 
to this, many of his Expreſſions refer. Again, he thought 
that thoſe who departed hence, did not go ſtraight to 
Heaven; and therefore, that thoſe whole + Aﬀections 
were very much tied to the things of this World, might 


67, 68, 69. Ee ſtill retain in their ſeparate State ſome deſires towards them, 


in Queſt. 


Dulcit. qu. 
See above, In- 


troduftion. 


x and be troubled for the loſs of them : And by this we muſt 


explain ſome others of his ſayings. But in all theſe he ex- _ 
preſſes himſelf with ſo much doubt and uncertainty, as 
plainly ſhews how little he thought any of theſe things to 
be Articles of Faith ; and whatever they were, yet are they, 
to be ſure, all of them vaſtly different from the Roman-Pur- 
gat ory. 

And now after ſo particular an Examination of the ſeveral 
Teſtimonies produced in favour of this Doctrine ; I think I 
may venture to conclude with the fame that I began this 
Settion, That neither the Z7oly Scripture nor Fathers of the 
firſt 600. Tears, do at all Authorize the Romiſh Purgatory. 
Let us ſee, finally, whether the Reaſons offer'd for the 
eſtabliſhnient of it,will have a ſufficient weight to engage us 
to believe it. 
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SELL I 


That the Principles of Right Reaſon do not engage us to the 
belief of Purgatory. 


"A ND rf, thus they Argue. © There are ſome Sins 
*13n their own nature Yexial, and worthy only of a Belerm. de 
* temporal Puniſhment : But it 1s poſſible a man may de- P72: 4 1. c: 
« part out of this Life with ſuch only : Therefore it is * © 
* neceſſary that he may be parged in another Life. 


To this rope of Sand, rather than Argument, I reply ; 
1/}, That the Suppoſition it goes upon, is falſe. 2dly, That 
the Concluſion it infers, is inconſequent. For the former 
of theſe ; That ſome Sins are leſs than others, it is confeſ- 
ſed ; but that any Sins are properly Yexial, we deny. To 
be Yenial, is to be worthy of Pardon, or not to deſerve 

Puniſhment ; but whatſoever do's not deſerve Puniſhment , 

can be no Sin, for all Sin infers an Obligation to Puniſh- 

ment ; and therefore to be a Sin, and yet be Yenzal, is in 
| proper terms no better than a flat Contradition. Again, 

The Sins here ſpoken of, are ſuppoſed to be worthy of a 

temporal Puniſhment ; but Sins that are worthy of a _— 
ral Puniſhment, are not properly Yenial ; therefore, either 
the Sins here ſpoken of, Huſt not deſerve even a tempo- 
ral Puniſhment , or they cannot be faid to be properly Ve- 
nial. 

" But 2dl, Be the Sins, as they deſire, Yenial ; how do's 
it from hence follow, that it is neceſſary that theſe be pu- 
niſh'd in another Life 2 And why is not the Blood of Chriſt 
which cleanſes the greateſt Sins, a ſufficient Purgatory for 
the leaſt Infirmities? Yenial Sins are by themſelves con- 
feſsd to be intirely conſiſtent with the Grace of God ; nay, 


ſo conſiſtent as not to deſtroy, or but even /eſſen zt. _ 
E 2 or 
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for a Chriſtian,who has lived ſo well as to be ſtill in the Grace 


and Favour of God; that has received an actual Pardon - 


cf all his other Sins, through the Merits and Satisfaction 
of Chriſt, ſo as to be abſolutely certain of a Crown of 
Glory for ever; to think that ſuch a one, I fay, ſhall be 
puniſh'd with Torments, inferior in nothing but the Dura- 
tion to thoſe of Hell-fire its ſelf, for ſuch ſlips and infirmi- 
ties as the beſt of men are encompaſs'd with,and which no 
man can ever hope perfe&ly to overcome; and this, not- 
withſtanding all the Promiſes of Mercy and Forgiveneſs, 
which God has declared to us; this certainly is fo tar from 
being a Dictate of Right Reaſon, that it is impoſſible for 
any one that has any Reaſon at all, and is not exceedingly 
carried away with Prejudice for his Opinien, ever to be- 
lieve it. 

Again, 2dly, Thus they Argue: © When Sinners are re- 

* conciled to God, the whole temporal Pain is not al- 
* ways remitted with the $i»: Now it may happen, 
* and often do's happen, that in a Mans whole Life, 
* he do's not fully fatisfie for that temporal Pain ; and 
7 therefore there muſt be a Purgatory wherein to do 
wd * 

I anſwer, That this too proceeds upon a falſe Suppoſitt- 
on, That God when he forgives our Ss, do's not allo for- 
give the intire Obligation to Puniſhment, which by our 
Sins we ſtood engaged to; and which both Scripture and 
Reaſon contradit. 

I/, That God do's ſometimes afflit thoſe Perſons 
whoſe Sins he forgives, whether to prove, or to amend, or 


to ſecure them for the furure, this 'tis confeſs'd we read in 


Scripture ; and that this is moſt reaſonable,cannot be deni'd 
upon the account of thofe excellent ends that are to be ſer- 
ved thereby, both to the benefit of the Sinner, and to warn 
ethers by his Example not to offend. But where is there 

any 
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any mention of any thing of this kind either threatned 
or done in another Life > What end is there to be ſer- 
ved in this > When Men go to Purgatory, they are alrea- 
dy in the Grace of God, or otherwiſe they could not 
come thither ; they are already forgiven their Sins, and 
ſecure of their Salvation. The puniſhments therefore of 
that place can ſerve no end, either of improving him that 
ſuffers them, or of keeping others by his example from 
offending. Add to this, That the Juſtice of God is already 
intirely ſatisfied by the Merits and Sufferings of Chriſt : 
So that then theſe puniſhments can be inflicted for no other 
purpoſe than for the delight God takes in puniſhing. But 
to ſay that God delights in the puniſhment of any, much 
more of good men, who are his Children, who love him, 
and whom therefore he both loves and intends to glorify 
to all Eternity ; this is certainly to advance a notion un- 
worthy of God, and contrary to all thoſe kind and endear- 
ing 1dea's which the Holy Scriptures have given us of 
him ; and therefore ought not without evident proof, 
which is not ſo much as pretended to by them, to be ad- 
mitted. 

2dly, When we fay that God forgives fin, we muſt un- 
derſtand by it one of theſe two things, viz. That he re- 
mits either the Stazz, or the Guilt of it. For by fix there 
is only-theſe two contrafted. As for the ftain or pollution 
of /in, That is not properly forgiven, but is waſh'd away 
by God's fandtifying Grace upon our repentance and re- 
conciliation to him: And for the Gut, that is nothing 
elſe, but that o4/igation to puniſhment, which every Man 
by ſinning, renders himſelf obnoxious to; fo that to remit 
the Guilt, is to remit the obligation to puniſhmext, To lay 
therefore that God forgives & Guilt of fin, and yet that 
our Obligation to puniſhment remains, is in effe& to ſay, 
that God forgives the Gu//r, which he do's not forgive, 
which muft be a Contradidion, But 
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But may not God forgive the Guilt as to the Ob/igaticn it 
lays upon us to Eternal puniſhment, and yet retain it as to 
a Temperal one 2 No doubt he may; and had He declared 
that he would do ſo, we mult have believed it. But then 
this would not have been properly to forgzve the Gut, 
but to commute it, to /eſſen it. And ſince neither has He 
any where declared that this 1s all he does when he for- 
gives fins ; nor does his Juſtice require that he ſhould do 
no more; But eſpecially, ſeeing wherever God ſpeaks of 
the re#ſſion of fins, he does it without reſtriftion, in the 
moſt large, comprehenſive terms that can be imagined : 
We ſee no cauſe either to ſuſpe& his Goodneſs, or to leſſen 
his Mercy by our own arbitrary and ungrounded limita- 
tions. 


But 3dly, There is yet another Argument, and it is this : 
*'The Optnion that takes away Purgatory, is not only 
* falſe but pernicious ; for it makes men lazy in a- 
* yoiding ſinning, and in the doing of good Works. 
* Whilſt he that believes that there is no Pargatory, 
* but that all ſins are aboliſh'd bydeath to thoſe that 
* dic in Faith, faith to himſelf, To what purpoſe 
* do I labour in Faſtings and Prayer, in Continence 
*-and Almfſdeeds 2 Why dol defraud my heart of its . 
_ © delights and pleaſures, ſince at my death, my ſins, 
© whether few or many, ſhall all be done away 2 


Habeat jam ROMA Pudorem; 
Tertius e Celo cecidit Cato. 


For is not this rare Cant 2 To hear thoſe who have taken 
away the fears of Hel, with a demure countenance ex- 
claim againſt us as wicked, in throwing, off ſo great an en- 


gagement to Picty as, if you will believe it, they eſteem 
Pur - 
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Purgatory to be > But yet ſince the point is brought at la(t 

to this iſſue, let us ſee the compariſon. | 
1/t. We who deny Purgatory, thus preſs the practiſe of 
good works upon our Auditors. That God, to whom we 
are engaged by all imgginable ties of Love, Duty, and 
Gratitude, expreſly requires them of us, as the only means 
to retain his favour. That if we be zealous in his ſervice 
now, we ſhall certainly receive an Eternal weight of Bliſs 
and Glory in his Kingdom. But that if we be careleſs and 
negligent of our duty, nothing but eyerlaſting torments 
ſhall remain for us. That, let us not deceive our ſelves, 
or flatter our ſouls with any ew ways of Getting to Hea- 
ven; Without Holineſs no man ſhall ever ſee the Lord. Re- 
pentance 1s the only thing that by Faith can reconcile us to 
his favour: And repentance cannot be true, except there 
be a true Love of God, and an utter deteſtation of fin, and 
a hearty contrition that we have ever committed it; and a 
ftedfaſt reſolution never to fall any more into it ; and this 
improved in an adtual, fincere endeavour, what in us lies, to 
abound in Good works, and fulfil :hat duty which he re- 
quires of us. That without this, 'tis not any power or Au- 
thority of the Church, Abſolving us from our fins ; any Par- 
dons or Indulgences, either before or after our Commiſſion of 
them, that can ſtand us in any ſtead, or reſtore us to God's 
favour and the hopes of Salvation. But that if we do this, 
then indeed we may aſlureour ſelves of his acceptance ; we 
- raiſe our hopes to the bleſſings that he has promiſed ; 
and that we may be the more encouraged to purſue them, 
may aſſure our ſelves that all thoſe joys which he has pre- 
pared for us, and which it does not now enter into the 
heart of man but to conceive any thing of as he ought to 
do, are not at any great diſtance: As ſoon as ever we have 
finiſh'd our courſe here, we ſhall preſently be tranſlated, 
if not to a perfe& fruition of them, yet to ſuch-an _ 
pats 
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paſt, as ſhall be more than a ſufficient reward for all our 
endeavours in the purſuit of them. 

This is the method of our Preaching : Let us now ſet 
Cardinal Be/armin in the Pulpit, and ſee how much more 
effeQtually he will preſs theſe things upon his Congregation. 
And becauſe I would not make the worſt of the matter, 
we will not conſider him in quality of a Jeſuit, inſtructing 
the people by Artifice and Diſtin&tion, how to evacuate the 
whole morality of the Goſpel, by ſtating preciſely the point, 
How often a man is obliged to love God 2 Whether upon 
all Sundays and Holydays? or only once a year? or once in 

ve years 2 or but any one time in a mans whole life? or 
finally not at al, neither /zving nor dying? This were, it 
may be, to carry matters too far ; we will ſtop within the 
bounds of their more common belief. 

And here firſt of all, as is moſt fitting, we muſt be ſure 
to put them often in mind of the Obedience they owe to the 
Church: of the high opinions they ought always to retain 
of her, and of that intire ſubmiſſion wherewith they are to 
yield themſelves up to her Conduit, That they be ſure not 
to fail togo to Maſs every Sunday and Holyday ; that they 
eat no fleſhon any-of the Faſts of the Church, unleſs they 
are otherwiſe d:/penſed with to the contrary : That once at 
leaſt every year my receive the Sacrament, and before 
they do ſo, that they fail not to go to Confeſſion ; That they 
make no doubt but by the Prieſts Abſolution they are cer- 
tainly forgiven their fins whatfoever they were ; That in- 
deed it were-well that they were contrite for them ; but if 
they are not, 'cis all one, Attrazon with the Sacrament of 
Penance do's the ſame thing : That this therefore. ſets them 
free of all danger of He, ſothat be their lives what they 
will, there is no great fear of that; but yet that to ſecure 
thezr Piety, the Church-has thought fit to diſcover to them 
another very terrible place called. Purgatory, whither w_ 

mu 
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muſt go to ſatife for their ins before they can get to Hea- 
ven. "That, indeed, let.them live how they will, hither they 
muſt come: But yet let them not be diſcouraged ; there 
are ſeveral ſecret ways of avoiding it, with infinitely more 
ſecurity than the beſt Life in the world can give them. 
Firſt, an Izdulgence may be had, and that too before-hand, 
to ſecure the greateſt inner from ever coming thither. If 
this fail, yet they may enter themſelves into ſome ZHoly 
fraternity, as for inſtance that of the Scapulary, and then 
they certainly get out of Purgatory the Saturday after they 
dye. Atleaſt, that let the worſt that can happen, a good 


number of Maſſes when they are dead, i»fa/ibly does the 


buſineſs. "Tis true, none of theſe things can be had with- 
out Money, and therefore the poor muſt take heed and 
have as few ſins as they can to anſwer for; but yet that if 
they watch their time, an Indulgexce will come at an eaſie 
rate, and the Church in Charity will fall her price, rather 
than refuſe that Morey that will be ſo much to the benefit 
of her faithful Childrey. 

This is, I think, the difference between us : Let the 
world now judg, who it is that give the greateſt encou- 
ragement to Vice, the Cardinal in theſe eafie methods of 
Salvation, or We by retaining the old Scripture-way of 
Repentance and a Good Life, But the truth is, the 
ment ought to have lain thus ; The Opinion that takes 
away Purgatory, and leaves men that have lived well, in 
repoſe at their death, cuts off all the benefit of Maſſes, 
Prayers for the dead, and the like ; not to fay any thing of 
the dear concern of [ndulzences, by which our Church and 
our Clergy in great meaſure ſubſiſt ; and therefore tho' we 


'know we have nothing to fay for it, yet we are Telolved 


we will not quit the belief of it : And this indeed is the 
honeſt Truth; but for the reſt, 'tis in good carneſt nothing 


to the purpoſe. 
We" F SECT. 
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SECHL V. 


That the Doftrine of Purgatory is contrary to Scripture, 
Antiquity, and Reaſon. 


[therto we have ſeen how little grounds the Church of 

Rome has to eſtabliſh this Dottrine as an Article of 

Faith ; We will now go yet further, and ſhew not only, 

that there is no Obligation upon us either from Scripture, 

or Antiquity, or Reaſon, to believe this DoQtrine ; but that 

according to the principles of every one of theſe, we ought 
not to do it. 


1ſt. For Scripture. 


It is not a little to be conſider'd in oppoſition to this 
Doftrine, that theſe Sacred Writings not only every where 
repreſent to us this preſent /ife as the time of tryal and ex- 
erciſe, of ſufferings and afflidtions ; but alſo encourage us 
on this very conſideration to bear them with Patience and 
reſignation, That as ſoon as we de they ſhall a end, and 
we ſhall receive the bleſſed reward which God has prepared 
Rom. vii. 18. for them that bear them as they ought to do. © 7 look « 
on it, ſays St. Paul, Rom. viu. 18. that the ſufferings of this 
preſent life are not worthy to be compared with the glor 
2 Eor. iy, 179. which ſhall be revealed. And again, 2 Cor. iv. 17. For the 
ſufferings of this preſent life work out for us a far more ex- 
ceeding and eternal weight of glory. Many other places of this 
kind there are, in which our preſent ſufferings are compared 
with, and oppoſed to, our future reward. Now if when 
all theſe encounters are ended, there be ſtill another, and 
. a more dreadful fort of tryal to be undergone elſewhere, 
How could the Apoſtle have uſed thoſe kind of Antitheſes ; 
; and 
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and have encouraged us to a conſtancy in our preſent af- 
fiftious, from the prope of 2 time, when according to 
theſe Men there are yet greater and more ſevere ones to be 
undergone by us 2 

And this then may be a ſecond Obſervation; That the 
Scrpture always ſpeaks of the D: 2th of good men as a Bleſ- 
ſing, an immediate reſt from tlicir labours ; and therefore 
ſure underſtood nothing of thoſe Torments to which the 
Church of Rome now condemns them. So Kevel. xiv. x 3. Rev. xiv. 19. 
T beard a Voice from Heaven ſaying unto me, Write ; Bleſſed 
are the dead which die in the Lord, from HENCEFORTH, 
yea ſaith the ſpirit, that they may reſt frem their labours, 
'Twas this aſſurance made the Holy men of old fo deſirous 
of their diſſolution, That they might find an end of all 
thoſe labours and evils which they ſuffer'd here : Phil. x. 2.3: Phil. 3.23. 
1 am in a ſtraight, ſays St. Paul, betwixt two, having a de= 
fire tadepart and to be with Chriſt which is better, &c. Sure- 
ly St. Paul never thought of Purgatory, when he talk'd 
thus of going to Chriſt ; nor would he have appear'd fo 
defirous of his Diſſolution, had he known he ſhould have 
been caſt into ſuch a fre as the Romani/ts ſuppoſe to be in 
this infernal Region. 

Nor can it here be reaſonably faid, that this was the Apo- 
files peculiar happineſs; and therefore that tho' he indeed 
was ſecure of going immediately to Chriſt, yet others were 
not therefore to expect the like tavour: For 2 Cor. v. 1. we 2 Cor. v. 1, 
find him promiſing the very fame to all Chriſtians indiffer- 
ently ; We know, fays he, that if our Earthly houſe of this 
tabernacle were diſſolved, we have a building with God, a 
houſe not made with hands, eternal in the heavens. And again, 
Verſe 8. When we are abſent from the Body, ſays he, We are y,cq 
preſent with the Lord : By all which it appears, that when | | 
good Men dye, they go ?o the Lord; to Chriſt ; to their 


Heavenly Houſe ; and that ſure 1s not Purgatory, 
F 2 To 
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To this.agree thoſe few inſtances we have of Juſt mens 
dying, in the New-Teftament. Lazarus in the Parable, was 
in Abraham's b:ſome; The Penitent Thief on the Croſs was ' 
promiſed that he ſhould be that day with Chriſt in Paradiſe : 
And we have good reaſon to believe that the ſame is the 
Nate of all others, not only from the paſſages already men- 
tioned, and many more of the like kind that might have 
been offer'd.; but alſo from this, that we have not in all 
the Holy Scripture the leaſt intimation of any ſuch 
place as Purgatory : That there is neither precept nor ex- 
ample of any one that either prayd for the delivery of 
their Jun departed, out of theſe pains, or any Directions 
left for any one hereafter ſo todo: Now certainly it is not 
eaſie to be imagined, that the Holy Penmen ſhould have 
been ſo verſectly filent in this matter, had there been ſo- 
oreat a Caxſe for it, as the delivery of their Souls ont of 
Purgatory undoubtedly would have been ; or had they then 
eſteemed it ſo excellent and neceſlary a. piece of Chriſtian 
Charity, as it is now pretended to be. 

And this Preſumption againſt Purgatory. the Holy Scrip- 
tures will afford us. If we look 


2dly, To the Holy Fathers, 


We ſhall find them proceeding exaQtly upon the ſame 

Principles : They thought the ju/f when they were depart- 

ed were preſently in a ſtate of happineſs ; That it was in» 

Jurious to Chriſt, to hold that ſuch as died in his Faith were 

to be pitied ; That Chriſtians therefore ought not by any 

See his Book MEaNS £0 be afraid of dying: ©'7zs for him, fays S. Cyprian, 
de Merealitar. * to fear death, that is unwilling to go to Chriſt. 1t is for 
P: 157 * bim-to be unwilling to go to Chriſt, who doth not believe 
&* that he beginneth to reign with Chriſt. — Simeon ſaid, Lord 

«* now. letteſt thou thy ſervant depart in peace ; proving and 

* wit- 
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© witneſſing that the Servants of God then have peace , then 
& enjoy free and quiet reſt, when being drawn from theſe Storms 
* of the World, we arrive at the Haven of our everlaſting - 
« Flabitation and Security.-—- Let us therefore embrace the - 
« day that bringeth every one to his own Flouſe, which having 
© taken us away from hence, and looſed us from the Snares of 
* this World, returneth as to Paradiſe, and to the Kingdom of 
* Fleaven. 

I ſhall leave it to any one to conſider, whether this 77o- 
ly Father, who diſcourſed thus of our Dying , believed any 
thing of theſe tormenting Purgatory-fres, that now keep 
Men in Anxiety, and make the beſt Chriſtians afraid to 
dye. And the ſame is the Lan- 


guage of all the reſt. St. Chryſo- = Hirron. my = my Epiſt 
ſtom particularly inforces the fame 5,.,*79. 9. 9.124. 4 Aufor. Queſt. ub Ju 


conſiderations, from thoſe Pſa/ms ſtimi nomin. Queſt. 75. p. 435. D. E. Paris, 
that were ufually faid at the Buri- 536 


30. 
Chryſoſt. Hom. de $$. Bernice 65 Proſdo- 
al of the Dead. © Return to thy @. T: gm pag. 563. Paris » G. L. 


* reſt, O my Soul, for the Lord 1636. 
* hath been gracious unto thee. Tou 
< ſee, ſays that Holy Father, how that Death is a Bleſſing, 
* z Reſt. — God calls it a Bleſſing, and doſt thou Lament 2 
© What couldſt thou have done more , if thou hadſt been his 
* Enemy ? | 

But to put this matter, as to the Point of Antiquity, be- 
_ all doubt, I will remark diſtintly two or three 
enings. 

= That ſeveral of the moſt Ancient Fathers not only 
believed the Souls of the Faithful to be in Zappineſs , 
immediately upon their departure, but to be carried 
immediately into Heaven. x So Athenagoras , 2 St. 1 Legar. pro 
Cyprian, 3 Origen, 4 Gregory Naziamen, 5 Chryſoſtom, c— 
ds mortal. p. 157. vid. ſupr, 8. contr. Cell. L. 6, 7. . Nax. Or. 10, Tv. 1. p.1 
ry Lats ſupr. 3 Orig. conzr, Celſ. 1.6, 7, 4 Greg. Naz TÞ. 1. Þ. 175: 


6 Cyril 
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6 Cyril. Alex. 6 Cyril Alexandrinus, 7 St. Hierom and others. Now , 


1 Joan. 19.30, 
lib. 12. To 4. 


certainly they who believed that juſt Men when they dye 


E41G L.karis, go ſtraight to Heaven, cculd not have believed that they 


1638. p. 1063. 
B. C. 57 Hier 


were for a long, while after their Death tormented in Pur- 


Epit. 25. fol. gatory 3 and therefore all theſe at leaſt muſt have been of 


”-.C 1803. 
Elit. Eraſm. 


an Opinion different from the Church of Rome, in this mat- 
ter. | 

2lly, Another thing temarkable in ſome of the Ancient 
Fathers, is, That they urterly deny that the Soul is capable 
of being purged in anther World ; and this is, to be ſure, 
expreſly contrary to the preſent Doctrine of the Romaniſts 
in this Point, Thus Gregory Naziamen ſpeaking of the 
Judgment after Death ; *'71s better, fays he, to be now cha- 
«* tiſed and purged, than to be deliver d over to that Tor- 
* ment , when it ſhall be no longer a time of Purgation, but 
< of Puniſhment. Where we fee the Father expreſly Op- 
'poſes the time of Purgation in this Life, to the time not of 
Purgation , but of Puniſhment in the next. And St. Chry- 
ſoftom, *© if the Soul be purged here, (i.e. from Sin ) that 
* Fire ſhall not hurt it, when it departs hence : But the Soul 
* that goes hence in Sin, that Fire (not of Purgatory, but 
« of Hel! ) ſhall receive, This was the Doctrine of thoſe 
times ; the Soul that was clear of Sin, by Gods Pardon and 
Forgiveneſs, no Fire could: hurt ; that which was not, no 
Fire .could cleanſe; but it was to remain in Torments of 
Fell for ever. 

Nor may we omit to obſerve, 3d!y, That the Fathers 
take no notice of Pargatory in ſuch places, as had they 
believed it, they _ not. well have omitted it. Hence 
we ſee no mention of it in any of their Creeds or Coun- 
cils, or Catechetical Diſcourſes, in which the other Arti- 
cles of their Faith are ſet down and explain'd.- The 5th 
General Council, which condemned _Orzgen for. his Errors 
concerning the Pains after Death, never mentivhed any-0- 

ther 
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ther Pargatory in oppoſition to that which he had Fereti= » 
cally invented. But that which ſhews it yet more plain- 
ly to have been unknown to them, is, that not only Sr. 
Auſtin, but Pope Gregory himſelf, the great Patron of this 
Error, yet ſpoke.of it with ſome doubt ; not as they uſe 
to do of a Point firmly believed by the Church, but as a 
peculiar thing in which they were not themſelves very 
well reſolved. When the Fathers diſputed againſt 0ri- 
gen, they none of them mention any of the Purgatory- 
pains, which the Orthodvx Faith taught, to diſtinguiſh 
them from thoſe from which he erroniouſly had invented. 
When Epiphanius diſputed againſt Aerius, concerning the 
Reaſon and Benefit of Praying for the Dead, is it to be 
imagined he could then have torgot the great concern of 
delivering the Souls departed out of Purgatory, had the 
Church then believed any ſuch thing? To all which, if 
we finally add, That the Greek Church neither at this 
day do's, nor ever did receive this Doctrine, I cannor 
tell what clearer Evidence we can deſire to ſhew, that 
this whole Buſineſs of Purgatory, is but an Error of 
the "Latin Church, not an Article of the Catholick 
Faith. 


3dly, For Reaſon; 


I ſhall only offer this one Refle&tion : Whether there 
can be any Reaſon to think there ſhould be ſuch a place, 
and ſuch puniſhments as Purgatory, for no end or purpolec 
in the World. They who go thither, muſt be perfect in 
Charity, in the Grace of God, ſecure of their Salvation; 
their Satisfaction muſt have been made by Chriſt's Blood, 
and ſo God's Juſtice ſatisfied. Now when all this is alrca- 
dy done, to what end is it that they ſhould be tormented 2 
Had there been any means by ſuch a Purgatory, either to fit 
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them for Heaven, or to fatisfie the Divine Juſtice, there 
might then have been ſome pretence for it. But to think 
that God puniſhes Men only for Puniſhing-ſake ; and this 
too his own Servants, Men who are jn his Favour,that have 
lived well, and upon that account are juſtified by him 
through the Blood of Chriſt ; this is ſuch an /dea of an Infinite 
Love, Mercy and Goodneſs, as ſure can never be the Dictate 
of Right Reaſon; 1 think I may fay, 15 utterly inconfiſtent 
with it. 


OF 
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PRAYERS 


FOR THE 


D E A D. 


E have now paſs d through the former Part 
of our Undertaking, and found but litttz 
Reaſon to be concern'd for thoſe imaginary 


Flames, which ſo much terrify thoſe of the 
other Communion. Ir only remains that we deſcend to the 
great Argument that is moſt uſually inſiſted upon by them, 
to prove at leaſt the Antiquity of their Error, and that is 
from the undeni'd Primitive Cuſtom of Praying for the Dead; 
and concerning which, I ſuppoſe, it may be ſufficient to 
offer theſe rwo things. 


1/t, Togivea general Account, What the Praftice of the 
Primitive Church was; from whence it will appear 
how little Advantage the Church of Rome can derive 
to themſelves by it. 

2dly, To Anſwer thoſe Allegations, that are from hence 
brought by them in favour of that Praying fer the 
Dead, which 1s now practiſed by them in their 
Church. 

G SECT. 


* Epiph. Hereſ. 
75.1.3-n-3.p 
908. A. Edit. 
An. 1682. 
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SECT. I. 


Of the Praftice of the Primitive Church , in Praying for 
_ the Dead. 


N OW that I may give the clearer account of this, I 
muſt obſerve; 1//, That it is one thing to enquire 
whether we may not innocently Pray for the Dead; and 
another, whether we ought to do it 2 2. That there is a 
great difference between Praying for the Dead in genial, 
without defining what the particular intent of it 1s, and 
what Advantages accrue to the Dead thereby , and deter- 
mining that-we are to Pray for the Dead upon ſuch a cer- 
tain Account, as for inſtance, 7o delivertheir Souls out. of 
Purgatory, and that our Prayers are effeCtual in order there- 
unto, 

x. As to the former of theſe, We do not deny but that 
the Fathers did begin very early to Pray for the Dead ; 
and ſome of them were ſo zealous tor it too, that Epipha- 
wins (as we ſhall ſee below ) made it no ſmall part of his 
Accuſation of Aerius, that he oppoſed the Practice of it. 
But yet, we do not find that they pretended it was any 
part of a Chriſtian's Duty to do this: That the Goſpel has any 
where required it of us, or recommended it to us: In ſhort, 
they did it as ſomething which ſeemed to them very Pious 
and Fitting ; but they tied up no Man's Conſcience with 
any Deciſions or Anathema's about it. 

2. For the Benefit and Advantage of it, in this they 
were yet leſs agreed than in the other: Inſomuch,that when 
Aerius, whom I before mcntjoned, carncſtly demanded 
what good came to the Dead from our Prayers 2 * Fpipha- 
nius Chole rather to fly oft to the Cu/tem of the Church, to 
the neceſſity of theſe Praycrs to diſtinguiſh the A 
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of our Bleſſed Lord from that of all other Perſons, and the 
like; than he would fay expreſly, how or wherein the Dead 
were profited by them? _ 

Many were the private Opinions of thoſe holy Men , as 
to this matter. Some who believed the Millexary Dodtrive Tertulian. lib. 
before mentioned, that the Dead in Chriſt ſhould revive 7 0. _ 
within the compaſs of a thouſand Tears, ſome ſooner, others Intra quam x- 
later, according as they had lived better or worſer lives on — . _ 


Earth ; flatter'd themſelves,that by their Prayers they might cudicur fan- 


| haſten theFelicity of their Friends, and accordingly pray'd, &torum refur- 


. - q q r 
* propter praturam Reſurredtionem, for their ſpeedy riſing in yo? 20 


Chriſts Kingdom. rius vel tardi- 


: us Reſu - 
rium. * Tertull. de monogam. c. 10. p. 531. 4. Ambrof. de Obit. Valent. T. 3, Te —_ 
ſumme Deus, ut Chariflimos Juvenes maturs ReſurreFtione ſuſcitts, &c. 


2. Others ſuppoſed that in the General Conflagration of the 
World at the laſt day, All Men ſhould paſs through the Fire; 
That the better Chriſtian any one had been, the leſs he 
ſhould feel of the Torment of it : And theſe pray'd for the 
Dead, that God would have Mercy on them in that day, and 
not ſuffer them to be too much /inged and burnt, not in 
the Fire of Purgatory, but in the General Conflagration at the 
end of the World. 

3- Some believed that the Souls of juſt Perſons departed, 
went not ſtraight to Zeaves, but were reſerved in a cers 
tain place of SequeFer, where they earneſtly expected and 
continually wiſh'd for their Abſolute Conſummation with all 
the Faithful in Chriſt's Kingdom. And theſe pray'd that 
God would give them Paſs, Reſt and Refreſhment , in the 
Boſom of Abraham, that they might be comforted with the 
bleſſed Company of the Holy Angels, and the Yificn of our 
Saviour Chriſt, till the fo mach wiſh'd-for day of Judgment 
ſhould come. 


G 2 4. And 
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4. And laſtly, not to mention any more ; others there 
were who thought that the Sextence was not inſtantly pro- 
nounced as ſoon as men died; or if it were, yet not fo 
Peremptorily, but that ſtill, till the laſt day, an encreaſe 
of Glory might be added to the Crown of Righteouſneſs 
which God hath deſigned for the Juſt; and ſome diminu- 
tion made of the Torments of the. Wicked, Now theſe 
pray'd for the Dead out of this Hope, to render them ei- 
ther more 77appy or leſs Miſerable, to augment their Glory, 
or to diminiſh their pains for ever. | 

And all theſe were the private Opinions of particular 
men, no definitions of the Faith of the Church in this mat- 

+ Epiphen. ib. ter : F Many of the Holy Fathers declaring no other cauſe 
Sed. 7. p.911. of their praying for the Dead than only to ſhew their Hopes 
of them , that they till lived, and therefore ought to have 
ſome Communion maintain'd with them : Or elfe to diſtin- 
guiſh all, even the greateſt Sairts, from our Bleſſed Sas 
viour, and ſhew his infinite Prerogative above them, whilſt 
. they pray'd for all the reſt, to teſtifie their infirmity, and 
only gave thanks for him to maniteſt his Glory. 

Having given this particular account of the Opinions of 
the primitive Fathers as to this Point , and to ſome or 
other of which I ſhall ſhew, that all the paſſages produced 
out of them, in vindication of the Dodtrine of Purgatory 
may be applicd ; it will be no difficult matter to thew 
how little all this can favour the preſent Doctrine of the 
Roman Church in this matter. 


I; The Primitive Chriſtians , 'tis true, pray'd for the 
See Epiph, Dead, but they never put it into any of their Creeds,as the 
Tom. 2.1. 3. Council of Trent has done naw. Na gs himſelf, 
p. 1103- VO in the cloſe of his Book, making a diſtinct recapitulation 
* Ibid. N. 23. Of what was the Catholick Faith, and what the Conſtitution 
p: 1106. of the Church, places Prayers for the Dead among * the 


latter ; 


Ut 
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latter ; and which were therefore uſed, becauſe the Cu/tim 
of the Church gave Authority thereunto. 
2. The Pravers that are made for the Dead by the Church 
of Rome, are expreſly determined to this particular end, To '* __ _ 
Help and Relieve the Souls that are detained in Purgatory. Par cranks 
Whereas we do newfgy wp. the primitive Church any thing P: IV. &:. 
at all defined as to the immediate deſign and benefit of 
them ; and are only ſure of this, that it was not to deliver 
the Souls out of Purgatory. 
Now this in general is Evident, in that we find them to 
have pray'd for the beſt Perſons, for the Holy Apes , 
Martyrs, and Confeſſors ; for the Bleſſed Yirgzn her telf; for 
thoſe whom they ſuppoſed at the ſame time to be in Hap- 
pineſs, and whom the Papiſts themſelves do not ſuppoſe to 
have ever touch'd at Purgatory. 
Thus we find in the Lzturgies, ſaid to be of the Ancient 
Church , that their Prayers were made for all theſe ; The 
Author of the Ecclefraſtical Hierarchie , having firſt de- 
{cribed the Party deceaſed + * as 
* repleniſht with Divine Foy, and *T De Ecclefiaſt. Hierarch. Cap. 9. Pag; 
© now no more fearing any change 26-23A.SC. 332. C. 
© for the worſe ; being publickly pronounced a happy man, and 
* verily admitted in to the Society of the Saints that have been 
from the beginning of the world; then 
brings in the * Biſhops praying for Pridor # dpdira 7h of dr%purirls 
him, * That God would forgive him <Nimar una mn) undo, xyre- 
*all the fins he had committed 745 9 «uni upon 9 ;ape Corner, Qee, 
* through Flumane infirmity , and Pag. 354: A. 
* bring him into the Light and Land of the Livins, into the 
* Biyſom of Abraham, Iſaac , and Jacob : Into the place 
*where there is no more any pain, or ſorrow; or frghin Fa 


In the Liturgy faid to be St. Bafils, we find them thus 


praying for the Dead ; * Be mindful, O Lord, of them which 


*are dead, 'and are departed out of this Life , and of the 
* Ox* 


Oo 


See all theſe 
Collected by 
A. B. Uſher ; 
Anſwer ro a 
Challenge ; 
Ch. of Pray- 
ers for 

the Dead ; 

p. 185. &c. 
Edit. 1625. 
Conſtirur A- 
polk. lib. 8, 
Cap. 12. 


Lirurg. A- 
gyPptiac. ex 
Arabic. Con- 
ver{. Uſher. 
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* Orthodox Biſhops which from Peter and James the Apoſtles 
* until this day have clearly profeſſed the right word of Faith ; 
* and particularly of Ignatius, Dionyſus, Julius, and the reſt 
* of the Saints of worthy Memory. Be mindful, O Lord, of 
* them alſo, who have ſtood unto Blood for Religion, and by 
* Righteouſneſs and Holmeſs havagfe oly Flock. 

In the Liturgy aſcribed to the Apo/tles, thus they pray, 
* We offer unto Thee for all the Saints which have pleaſed Thee 
* from the beginning, of the World ; Patriarchs, Prophets, 
* Tuff men, Apoftles, Martyrs, Confeſſors, Biſhops , Prieſts, 
* Deacons : Surely, I hope not to deliver all theſe out of Pur- 

atory, 

hos Liturgy of the Church of Zgypt aſcribed to St. Ba- 
fil, Gregory Nazianzen , and Cyril of Alexandria, it ſtands 
thus : © Be mindful, O Lord, of thy Saints ; wouchſafe to re- 
* member all thy Saints which have pleaſed Thee from the 
* beginning ; our holy Fathers the Patriarchs, Prophets, Apo- 
* ſtles, Martyrs, Confeſſors, Preachers, Evangeliſts, and all 
* the Souls of the Fuſt which have died in the Faith ; eſpecially, 


* the holy Glorious, the evermore Virgin MARY, Mother of 


* God; and St. John the forerunner the Baptiſt aud Martyr : 
* St. Stephen the firſt Deacon and Martyr ; St. Mark the 
* Apoſtle, Evangeliſt, and Martyr, &c. 

* In the Liturgy gf the Church of Conſtantinople, ſaid to 
be St. Chryſoſtoms , we find the very fame : *We offer unto 
* Thee, this reaſonable ſervice for thoſe whoare at REST in 
* the Paith; our Fore-fathers, Fathers, Patriarchs, Prophets, 
* and" Apoſtles, Preachers, Evungeliſts, Martyrs, Confeſſors, 
* Religious perſons, and for every ſpirit Perfefted in the Faith : 
* Eſpecially, for our moſt Holy, immaculate, and moſt bleſſed 
* Lady, the Mother of God, the Ever-Virgin MARY. 

I ſuppoſe, I need no other Evidence than theſe publick 
Records of the very prayers of the Primitive Church, to ſhew 
that they did not pray for the Dead, with any intent to the 

| bringing 
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bringing them out of Purgatory ; and by conſequence that 

there can be no manner of proof derived from what 

thoſe Holy men did, to juſtifie what the Church of Rome 

now does. Were it at all needful to enforce this from 

the Teſtimonies of private Writers, I could eaſily run 

them out into a Un length than I am willing to do. , ov9ri. Epiſt 

* St. Cyprian pray'd for Laurentinas and Ignatius, whom he —_— —_ 

in the ſame place acknowledges to have received Palms Ed. Oxon. 

and Crowns for their ſufferings. + St. Ambroſe pray'd for },2* 00m 

the Religious Emperors Yalentinian and Gratian; tor || Theo- yer. 

doſgus ; for his Brother * Satyrus; all which at the ſame time | 1d = __ 

he declares he thought to be in Happineſs. Gregory Na- —_ — 

z/anzen did the like tor his Brother Cz/ariws : And all theſe *14. De Obir. 

and many other proofs might at large be produced, 'were _ 

it needful to inſiſt. Cofarki Or.te. 
But this will more properly be done in the next point ; 

wherein I am toexamine the proofs offered by thoſe of the 

Roman Church in tavour of their own preſent practice from 

the Cuſtom of the primitive Fathers which we have hither- 

to been ſpeaking of. 


SECGTH FE 


The Allegations brought by thoſe of the Church of Rome, to 


juſtifie their praftice of Praying for the Dead,examined ; and 
their weakneſs demonſtrated. 


| Oe: [ enter on this debate, it may not be amiſs to pre- 
miſe what the true ſtate of the Point in Controverſy is; 
viz. Not whether the Primitive Fathers did not pray for the 
Dead, after the manner we have now ſeen ; for that we have 
already confeſs'd they dic : But w hether they pray'd for the 
Dead upon the ſame principles that the Church of Rome does 
now, as ſuppoſing them to be in a ſtate of Torment, undergo- 


ws 
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ing the temporal Pains due to their Sins, and in which, 

therefore they were charitably to be relieved by the Prayers 

and Suffrages of the Living. This is that which our Ad- 

veraries are to prove to us; and | will now enquire what 
N :hes Tefli- One of the /ate/t of them in his Co/eficns upon this Point, 
um: of Acrius, has offer'd to this purpoſe. . 


b-8- $4: And here, 1/f, I cannot but obſerve his looſe propoſing 
of the Pojxt in debate, and the ſhort account he gives of 
Ibid. the Caſe of Aerius in this matter, whom he ſets at the 


 #tead of his Enquiry. © In the firſt Century, ſays he, about 
—_— __ * the year of Chriſt 50. Aerius went out of the Church, 
"ey teaching many erroneons Dottrines, related by St, Epi- 
«* phanius, Hr. 75. endeavour d to draw Numbers after him. 
* His principal Tenets were thoſe wherein he condemned 
* Prayers for the Dead, &c.— And a little below, Aerius 
* condemned praying tor the Dead : The Fathers pradtiſed it, 
* and cwn'd it as advantageous to the Souls departed, 

That the fathers praCtiſed praying for the Dead, and that 
many of them believed it advantageous to them, we have 
before freely allow'd : And that Aeris was to be condem- 
ned for what hedid in Oppoſition hereunto, we ſhall here- 
after ſhew: In the mean time this Gent/eman ought to have 
known, that this is neither what they affirm, or we deny : 
It he will ſtate the Que/tion as he ought, it muſt be as we 
have before done it. © Aerius condemn'd Praying for the 
** Dead, to deliver them out of Purgatory ; the Fathers 
* practiſed it,and own'd it as Advantageous in order to thu 
© Erd : But this neither did Aerixs condemn, nor the Fa- 
thers practice; and therefore, the ſtate of this Queſtion a- 
lone, had it been ſincere, would have confuted his whole 
Chapter. | 

B-I de Pwog., To give then ſuch an account of Aerixs, as may let us 
1: c> Dp571 diſtinly ſee what his Error was, and how little charge- 
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able we are with it, however it has pleaſed the Writers of 
the Roman Church not without ſome ignorance, as well as 

much uncharitableneſs to impute it to us : I muſt firſt ob- 
ſerve a ſmall miſtake in our Author, as to the point of his 
Chronology , whereby he 1s pleaſed to place * Aerius in the * Page 84. 
firſt Cen:ury, about the year of Chriſt 50. I ſhall not need 

to fay that there muſt be ſomething, of an Error in this, 
becauſe his own friend Natalis, out of whom he has tran- Natalis Alex. 
ſcribed every Article of this Chapter, will aſſure him, that Hiſt. iv. Sec. 
he was contemporary with Epiphanins, and living at the þg 19,97 
time that that Father wrote : So that unleſs we ſhall ſup- 

oſe him to have been almoſt 4oo years old, we muſt con- 

clude that this Gentleman has placed him near zoo years 

before his time. But this only by the way : As for the 

Error its ſelf with which Epiphanins charges him, it is this, 

* That he oppoſed the — the names of the dead : Epiphan. Her. 
* a5king, to what purpoſe they did it > He that is alive pray- 73 PS 908.P, 
* eth, or offereth the Sacrifice ; what ſhall this advantage the 

&« dead? But if the dead are indeed profited thereby, then 

* let no man from henceforth trouble himſelf to live well; only 

< let him oblige his Friends, or give Money to perſons to pray 

* for him, that none of thoſe inexpiable fins he hath commit- 

&« ed may be required of bim. This was the caſe of Aerius : 

And had the Charch indeed univerſally believed, as ſome of 

the Fathers did, that the Judgment after death was ſu- 

ſpended till the General Reſurrefion, and that in the mean 

time the ſins of the d-ad might be expiated by the Prayers 

of the living, he had but juſtly enough oppoſed ſo danger- 

ous an Error, But this was not the commG6n opinion of 

the Church, nor her deſign in thoſe Prayers : which as the pyrſEccler 
Author of the Ecclefraſtical Hierarchy tells us, were made Hierarch. cap. 
only: for good men : either for ſuch as had committed no 7: 9 3 #k 
notorious faults, or had repented of them, -and ſo died in "ie nowes p- 
an aſſured hope of God's fra and acceptance. And ,\ pe = < 

X H : there- Br ; 
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Epiphan. ibid. therefore Epiphanius in anſwer to this Objeion, gives 

n. vi. P-9'1: other reaſons why they pray'd for the dead; wiz. to declare 
their Faith and Fope concerning them ; to diſtinguiſh the 
infinite Prerogative of our Saviour Chriſt above all, even 
the chiefeſk of his Saints, by praying for theſe, but giving 
thanks only for him : And then for the benefit theſe Prayars 
did the dead, he tells him that tho' they were not of force 
to cut off all ſins, which was the foundation of his obje&t- 
ing, yet they were profitable to them, to implore the Mer- 
cy of God for thoſe who had been ſinners, but repented ; 
and to obtain for them a recompence for all in the reſur- 
redion of the juſt. 

The Prayers therefore of the Church, tor the rejecting of 
which Epiphanius here juſtly reproves Aerius, were not 
ſuch as the Church of Rome now uſeth ; it being not ima- 
ginable,had the Church then known any thing of praying of 
Souls out of Purgatory, that either Aerius could have ask'd 
the Queſtion, Ts what purpoſe are theſe Prayers? Or Epipha- 
»ius being ask'd, not preſently have replied, to deliver the 
Souls departed from the flames of Purgatory.The Prayers that 
Aerius condemned were thoſe which the primitive Fathers 
made upon the account that from Epiphanius I have juſt 
now given: And which thoſe of the Church of Rome do no 
leſs condemn than he did; whilſt they ſo often tell us, that 
if there be no Purgatory, Prayers for the dead muſt be un- 

$ Coun. Gent. profitable : So fays F Aquinas : That the manner of praying 
ib. 4 91+ for the Apoſtles, Martyrs, &c. is by diſuſe deſervedly abo- 
1! Controver(* ZiſÞ'd : || So Mendoza : Nay, that to offer Sacrifices for thoſe 
Theol. qu. & that are- in Miſs is frainy abſurd and impious : So ſays 
gr wr * Azorius; who in this certainly outruns Aerius himelt, 
tir. Moral. who only pretended that it was «nprofitable ; but never 


P wp oe SS durſt ſay it was impious and abſurd. 


eited by A. B, 
Ufher Anſwer to a Chall. pag. 244, 245. 


— 
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It is therefore very improper in our Coleftor of the Pri- 

mitive Fathers to inſinuate as if we were Aerjans upon the 

account of our not praying with them for the dead. Aeri- 

as rejected the Prayers that the Primitive Church made, up- 

on thoſe principles that we have faid, and which the Roma- 

niſts themſelves reject and condemn with him : We reject 

thoſe Prayers which the Church of Rome makes now for 

delivering Souls out of Purgatory. Had we lived in thoſe 

times that Aerius did, we had readily complied with the 

Pra#ice of thoſe Holy men, upon ſuch grounds as they uſed 

it: Had thoſe Holy Fathers lived now in the dregs of the 

Church, and ſeen the abuſe of the Romaniſts in this matter, 

I make no doubt but they would have cenſured both the 

Cauſe and the Praftice of the preſent praying for the dead, 

as falſe and unfitting ; I am ſure Epiphanius elſewhere gives 

us ſufficient reaſon to believe that he would ; where ſpeak- 

ing concerning the /ate after death, he tells us, © That in Epiphen. Her. 

* the Age Tocome, after the death of a Man, there is no ad. 59- pag- $or. 

* zantage of faſting, no call to repentance , no demonſtration 0. $02. ABC. 

&* of Charity ;——=T here Lazarus does not go to the Rich 

& man, nor the Rich man toLazarus: Neither Abraham ſends 

&* the poor man to labour that he may grow rich, nor do's the 

© rich man obtain, tho with Prayers, intreating merciful 

* Abraham. Then the Garners are ſealed, the time is ended, 

&« the combat finiſh'd, the Liſts are empty, and the Crowns di- 

& tributed. Thoſe that have not yet encountred have no more 

* opportunity, and they who have been overcome in the Liſts 

* are caſt out. In ſhort, all is perfetly ended when once we 

* are departed hence. 4 
And now having thus prepared the way to the follow- 

ing enquiry ; Let us ſee whether his Fathers will prove any 

better Advocates for their Cauſe, than this looſe and im- 

perfect ſtate of the Queſtion between us ſeems to promile. 


And 
H 2 1/e. I 
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1/4. | muſt take notice that the greateſt part of thoſe he 
has here cited, fay only in General, that they were wont 
to pray for the dead, that God would forgive them their 
fins, and inſtate.them in the light and land of the living ; or 
ſomething of the like kind. Now it is evident from what 
has been before obſerved, that all theſe argue nothing more 
than what we have already conteſs'd to have been the pra- 
iſe of the Primitive Church, but give not the leaſt Au- 
thority to thoſe Prayers which are made in the Church of 
Rome to deliver the Souls departed out of Purgatory. 

Nubes teſt. So Djonyſ. Areopag : © The venerable Prelate coming , 
ea _— * prays over the ra'g body, he implores the Divine Clemency 
To. 3. p. 392. © to pardon all the / fins committed by the deceaſed party, 
Lan joy * through humane frailty, and that he may be received into 
_ a Þ the ftate of Bliſs, and region of the living, 

This is indeed the ſenſe of what the pretended Dionyftus 
ſays, tho' not his Words :. But.then I muſt obſerve x/f, 

Diony/. ib. p.* That this Prayer is made over thoſe, who having lived 
348. C. * holy lives, are now- come to the end of their combats, and 
* therefore reſt in Joy and in a certain Hope , and are alrea- 
* dy received into thoſe moſt holy ſeats, to which all thoſe in 
| Thid 352.C.. © time ſhall be promoted, who are here endued with a Divine 
* perfection. th that it muſt be an intollerable preſumpti- 
on to pretend that this Prayer was deſigned to deliver the 
deceaſed'out of a place of Torments, nothing inferiour to 

thoſe of Zell fire, ſuch as we are told Purgatory is. 
24ly,The Author inquiring to what purpoſe theſe Prayers 
Diewſ” Ibid were made, anſwers, © That the holy Biſop knowing the pro- 
P.356, 257, © Miſes of God. to thoſe who had lived well, now pray d that 
| <«. thoſe fins which by human frailty had been committed by the 
* perſon deceaſed, bei p__ the rewards promiſed to the 
* ;uſt might be accompliſhed in him, Here then is a plain ac- 
count of the deſign of their Praying, but no way tavoura- 

ble.to the buſineſs of Purgatory. 


34ly, Pa- 
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3dly, Pachymeres in his Paraphraſe, explaining what the 
meaning of thoſe Zymns and Leſſons was, which were 
read at the Funeral of ſuch a one for whom they- thus 
* prayd, ſays, 'Tis to fignifie thoſe ' eternal Manſtons , to Diowſ” Eccl. 
* which the party deceaſed is gone, and to exhort the living Micrarch. p, 
« zo ſtrive after the like holy end. Now, ſurely theſe Eter. ** ©: 
nal Manſions of the bleſt were not the Roman Purgatory ; and 
it would have beer but an uncomfortable Exhortation to 
have propoſed to the Living, that they ſhould uſe their ut- 
moſt endeavours, that they might come into this place of Tor- 
ments. . 

thly, Tn his account of the Prayers themſelves, he ſays, 
* That the Biſhop knows from the Holy Scriptures, that by | 
« the juſt Judgment of God, a bleſſed and divine- Life is pre- Ibid. p. 379 
« nared for the juſt, the divine Goodneſs mercifully-overlook- 
- - ha | J 

* :ng the ſpots which by humane frailty we contraft, and from 
* which no Man is. free. And therefore knowing this , he 
* prays, that whatever ſpots of this kind, he by his frailty 
&* way have contrafted, that God would merciful overloak 
« them, and give him his ſacred Reward, And the ſame 
was the Language of the Ancient Liturgies of the Church, 
which we have before cited ; in which, having named the 
Holy Apoſtles, Martyrs and Confeſſors, which even the Roma- 
»iſts themſelves will notſend to Purgatory ; they pray, that 
they may reſt in the Country of the Lick in the de- 
« lights of Paradice, in Gods Kinzdom, in the Boſoms. of 
« Abraham , Tſaac and Facrh; aS +*pud dun? drdaewor, Ut rept Clem 
«+ St. James's Liturgy has it in the wv, & 75 fanidg of, w 7 Fupy m% 
«very words of Djonyſius : Make <RoAiCs, u ris xbamu Abeadu, "land, 
«them * reſt in the Tabernacles of % JansC. Litur. Facob. Bibl. Pair, 
« hy Saints, ſays St. Mark || in the Tas — F of day (8 
« light of thy Countenance, ſays St. "Lind bad for Arnced Salk 
«Bail, and St. Chryſoſt om ; ** Grve TR aezodre ov, Lit. Baſil. & Chryſ. 
« them reſt, fays St. Cyril: Now, +; Daillis requiem, hl” 20 Licurg.. 
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if theſe Prayers for this Ref? were to this end, that God 
would deliver them out of Purgatory, and ſet them at eaſe, 
as the Church of Rome pretends, then certainly the holy 
Apoſtles and the bleſſed Virgin, muſt have been in a very 
ill Condition, who after 400 years(for ſo late,ſome of theſe 
Prayers muſt be confeſsd to have been) were ſtill eſteem'd 
by the Church to lie in thoſe Purgatory-flames ; and it was 
great uncharitableneſs in St. Peter and his Succeſſors, that 
they would not all this while open the 7reaſure of the 
Church, and by ſome powerful »dulgence ſet them at Liberty. 
Conclude we therefore, that there is no manner of Conſe. 
quence in this Argument , The Primitive Fathers pray d 
for the Reſt of the Souls departed; therefore they thought 
them in Zorment in a Purgatory-fre, ſuffering the temporal 
Puniſhnient due to their Sins, and by theſe Prayers believed 
they could deliver them from thence. 

And-yet is this the moſt that the greateſt Part of the Te- 
ſtimonies which are offer'd to us, fay ; and by Conſequence 
are, as we ſee, wholly impertinent to the purpoſe of the 
Church of Rome: I ſhall need only name them, ſince the 
fame Anſwer I have given to this firſt, will by Application 


{eve for all the Reſt. 
So Tertullian, whoſe words our 


1 Nel Ales. diff. 41. 3is Sec. p. 394 * ColleFor thus renders, © || We 
Nubes Teſt. p. 85. , 

de  p. s. > dftnlils, noo ſedate R _ Oblations for the Dead a 
annua die facimus. De Corona c. 3. peg: and keep the Anniverſary of their 


I OZ». A. 


© Birth.-- He is ſpeaking in that 

Chapter of ſeveral Cuſtoms of the 

Church, which 7raditios and long uſage had eſtabliſh'd, 
but for which there was no Authority of Holy Scripture ; 
and this he gives as one inſtance. But were theſe Oblati- 
ons to deliver them out of Purgatory ? I ſhall only deſire 
him to conſider the Interpretation which -their own E4;- 
ter gives of the Natalitia, which he renders Anniverſa- 
ries, 
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ries, and then affirm it if he can, By the Natalitia, ſays 
he, is meant the Solemnities uſed to be kept in honour of the Le Prieur. 
Martyrs, every year, on the Day when by dying to the World Anne in loc. 
they were born to Heaven. It ſeems then theſe Solemnities ® '** 
Tertullian here ſpeaks of, were for thoſe who were already 
born to Heaven, tor the Holy Martyrs ; and not as is pre- 
tended, to deliver their Souls out of Purgatosy. 

Nor does + Arnobius add any thing more : © What rea- tNatalirAles. 
* ſon was there that our Churches ſhould be ſo outragiouſly MP +08 
* thrown down, in which Prayers were offered to our Sove- ——— 
* raign God, Peace and Mercy was implored for all, for Ma- — 
an eifrares, Armies, Kiugs, Friends and Enemies, whether cula dirui(me- 


&« 1: : _ ruerunt) in 
alive or dead. Here is mention of Praying for the Dead ; 71,070 
but as for Purgatory, 794 yg. mus Oratur » 

Deus, pax 


eunfiz (5 vema poſtulatur, Magiſtratibus, Exercitibus, Regibus, Familiaribus, Inimicis, ad: 
buc vitam degentibus, 9 reſolutss corporum vinftione, lib, iv. 


What Euſebius ſpeaks concerning the death of Conſfay- Natalv Alex. 
tine, is no way more pertinent. He tells us that they of* x. 7:2 88. 
' fer d up Prayers to God for the Soul of the Emperor ; but that 
theſe Prayers were to deliver his Soul from. the Temporal 
pains of Purgatory , he ſays not one word. 

I have already conſider d Epiphanius, and we find in his 
reprehenſion of Aerius much againſt them, but nothing in 
their favour : As for what * 7 heodoret relates of Theodoft- * natal. Alex. 
us the younger, that he pray'd for his Father and Mother, - 401. Nub. 
begging that they might obtain pardon for all their Sins of TY 
frazlty. It ſtill confirms that they did in thoſe Days Pray 
for the Dead, and for the forgiveneſs of their Sins ; but for 
the remiſſion of any preſent 7emporal Puniſhment which they 
thought they were undergoing for them, this we do not 
find that they Pray'd for. 

For St. Ambroſe, had his whole words been tranſcribed, Natalis Alex. 


we ſhould have ſeen at firſt view that they were nothing ko oY 
= 
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' to the purpoſe. He Exhorts Fauſt inus, © nat ſo much to be- 
* wail his Siſter, as to pray for her. What to deliver her 
Soul out of Purgatory > No ſurely, for in the words imme- 
_—_ diately foregoing , he tells him, © That being taken for a 
£2: ad tem- ( .. . C k 
pus quidem time from us ſhe doth paſs a better life there, But this 
erepta nobis little overſight ought not in juſtice to be imputed to our 
getiorem '® cofleftor 3 Who Tranſcribes Natalis, and not the Fathers 
i gir, . 
Epiſt.8, themſelves; and could therefore give ns no more than 
| what he found in him. 
— The next from whom he ſuppoſes may be inferr'd the 
Teſt. 93, Doctrine of praying S:uls out of Purgatory,1s St. Ferom: Who 
im the Ep;tle mention'd to Pammachius tome time alter the 
Vid. 4rg Eraſ” death of his Wife Paulina, particularly commends him that 
.Y. 73- Tom. 1, he had fold all his Goods, and given them to the poor, and 
taken up the reſolution of leading a Monaſtick life. © Other 
* Husbands, ſays he, dreſs their Wives Tombs with Violets, 
* Roſes, and Purple flowers, and by theſe ſervices eaſe their 
* diſturbed mind : But our friend Pammachius pays no other 
* duty to the Holy Aſhes, and Venerable Bones, but by giving 
* Alms, cheriſhing them by this ſweet Odour, becauſe he knows 
"tis written, as Water extinguiſhes the Fire, ſo do Alms 
blot out ſin. This is in ſome meaſure, St. Ferom's ſenſe, but 
by no means ſuitable to the Elegance of his Expreſſions : 
But not to infiſt on that ; was this Charzty, to deliver her 
Fol. 16. Edit, Soul out of Purgatory 2 Nay, but St. Hierome in the cloſe of 
Er4j. Tom, 1. that very Epiſtle ſays, that ſhe was with her Siſter Blz/i/a 
already with the Lord: That they both enjoy'd a ſweet and 
pleaſant ſleep : And in the very words cited, there are ſo 
many expreſſions of her preſent (Quiet, as can never be re- 
conciled to the Purgatory Forments. But this the Tranſla- 
tor left out : © Cheriſhing them ( ſay he ) by this ſweet 
Odour : St. Hierom's words are theſe : © With theſe Fig- 
< ments and theſe Odours he cheriſhes her dead Aſhes NO W 
*A47 REST : Which plainly enough ſhews that he 
thought 
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thought her in a ſtate and place vaſtly different from the 
eondition/of. Souls in Purgatory ; all that St. F7ierom then 
meant by*this,"was only thus*much. that this Charity of 
Pammachius was moſt vleaſing to Paulina, that her Soul re- 
Joiced in it, as in a fragrant and delightful Odour ; and that 
hereby he ſhould engage thc Mercy of God not for him- 
ſelfnlone,' but for his Wife too, in whoſe name he did it, 
and to whole Salvation it ſhould therefore not a little 
conduce. 

As to what is alledged of St, Auſtin's praying for his vatalis Alex. 
Mother Monica, nothing certainly could have been more ? 492- Nubes 
inauſpicious-to the Conſequence that is pretended to be 7% 
drawn from it ; far beſides, that in all which he fays thereis 
not one word of any Temporal Pains, which he deſired ſhe 
might be freed from ; he expreſly declares, © That he be- Er credo jam 
* lieved God had already done all that he defired : If there- fecerisquodre 
fore he deſired: t&have her deliver'd out of Purgatory, He (08:20 
believed God hadalready done it, and therefore the Pray- Mei approba 
ers he now made, could not be to obtain her Freedom, Nomine.. St 
But this Circumſtance our Author cautiouſly omitted, tho pt fe 
in the middle of what he ſet down ; and that the charge Tom. 1. 261.B. 
'of ſuch falſe dealing may not always lye upon Natalis, I 
muſt here free him from it ; this being the only paſſge in 
the whole Chapter which our Co//eior has not borrowed 
from him ; and muſt therefore bear now the blame him- 

{elf, unleſs he has ſome other Friend, that I do not at pre- 
ſent know of, upon whom to lay the impuration. 

| ſhall not need to give any Anſwer more to the other 
paſhge or twe from the ſame Father; in none of which 
1s there the leaſt mention of any Purgatory Pains, or that 
the Prayers were made for their deliverance from them. 

2 And hitherto then we have conſidered fuch Teſtimonies 
as cannot with any ſhew of Reaſon bepretended to make 
any- thing for the Cuſtom of Praying for the dead, now uſed 
in the Church of Rome, But now I 2dly, 
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2.4ly, Some others there are that may ſeem more im- 
mediately to their purpoſe ; in which they expreſly deſire 
Reſt, Comfort, and Refreſhment for the dead. I have alrea- 
dy anſwered in great meaſure this Argnment, by ſhewing 
that theſe things they prayed for,even for the ApoF7les and 
Martyrs , and the B. Virgin her ſelf ; and therefore that 
theſe expreſſions cannot be faid to ſignifie that the perſons 
for whom they prayed, were either in Pargatory or any 
other place of Torments. But I will now more expreſly 
remove this difficulty, and to that end I muſt repeat what 
I have before obſerved, that many among the ancient Fa- 
thers ſappoſed that the Souls departed, do not go ſtraight 
to Heaven, but are kept in a place of Sequeſter, where they 
earneſtly deſire the accompliſhment of the number of 

Kub. Teſt. Chriſts Saints, that they may be conſummated with them 

vid, fupr. inGlry, Now with reference to this Opinion it was, that 
they prayed to God to give them Ref? : So Tertullian, and 
St. Ambroſe, alledged by our Collefor ; to grant them re- 

+4 bias poſe; a quiet fleep : So St. Cyprian, i. e. as Tertullian him- 

25 Id. lib. IV. ſelf explains it, * That they might have comfort in the Boſom 

contr. Marc. c. of Abraham, till the time of the Reſurreftion ſhall come. 

34- If it ſhall be objected againſt this, That to pray for their 
reſt implies as if they were not now in Eaſe, and fo re- 
duce us to a neceſſity of confeſſing either a Purgatory or 
ſome other the like place of puniſhment. I anſwer 1, 
If this be ſo, then the B. Yirgin, the Apoſtles, Martyrs, and 
Confeſſors were all at this time in Purgatory, above 309 
years after their death ; for thus we ſee they prayed in 
the Primitive Church by name for them, which yet the 
Church of Rome dares not ſay. But 2dly,In the continuance 
of their Prayers for the dead, they uſed the fame ſupplica» 
tions that they did at their fir/# departure; and therefore 

Lb. 2. de pray fortheirreſt and repoſe, as if they were but now juſk 

_ A EQ” about to enter into it; and this account Cardinal Bellar- 

mine 
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win himſelf gives us of it. To which let me add 3y, 
That the Ancient Fathers thought, that in this place of re- 
freſhment there were divers degrees of it ; and therefore 
they prayed that God would give them reſt, not as if they 
were now totally deſtitute of it, but as deſiring it might be 
increaſed to them in a yet higher degree: Or elſe 4hly, 
as 7ertullians words ſeem to imply., they deſired hereby 
their reſt, 1. e. the continuance of that reſt they now cnjoy'd 
to the day of judgment. 

Nor is it any prejudice to this, that the dead were now 
out of a capacity of having their ſtate ever alter'd, and 
therefore that it was in vain to pray for that happineſs 
which they were already ſecure of, ſince as Be//armin him- Lib.2.de Purg, 
ſelf confeſſes, the Ancients thought it no way improper to <P: . ib. - 
pray for thoſe things which they knew God was reſolved 
to give: And we ce our Bleſſed Saviour in his own ſhort 
Prayer has commanded us to pray that God's Xingdem may 
come, which whether we pray or no, will in its due time 
molt infallibly be accompliſhd. 

Whether theſe Reaſons may, any or all of them appear to 
be a ſufficient vindicgtion of ſuch kind of Pray#s I cannot 
tell : But this is certain, that the primRive Chriſtians did 

ray for the re? of thoſe whom they eſteemed already in 
ppineſs, and, by conſequence that theſe Prayers do not 
argue a ſtate of 7Torments from whence the dead were to 
be delivered by them. And becauſe it may be of great 
moment to be well aſſured of this, I will ſubjoyn an undeni- 
able inſtance of it, in one of the very particulars offer'd by 
our Colefor, but with what ſincerity I ſhall leave the 
Reader to judge, in favour of Purgatory. 

St. Ambroſe in his Oration on the Death of 7heodofius, 
thus prays for him : © Give perfedt reſt to thy Servant The- 
* odoſius, that Reſt which thou haſt prepared for thy Saints. 


* Let his Soul aſcend thither from whence it bad its Origine ; 
I 2 < where 


64 A Diſcourſe of Prayers for. the Dead: 


& where -#t may be out of the power of Death, where it may 
« kyow that Death is not an end of Nature but of Sin, T lo- 
« ved him, and therefore- I purſue him to the Region of the 
* living ; nor will I eave him, till by my-Tears and Prayers 
&* I bring him whither his Merits call him,into the Holy Mount 
* of our Lord, where there is life without end, 

Thus our Collefor tells us St. Ambroſe prayed for Theo- 
doſixs : But did this Holy Biſhop think him as yet in Pur- 
gatory, and that by his Prayers he ſhould ſet him at Ref 
from the Torments of it? Let us judge by what goes be- 

Abſolutus igitur dubio certamine, fruitur fore in the fame Oration : © Theo- 
nunc Auguſte memoriz Theodo/ius luce per- _ dofins of honourable memory, be- 
perua, tranquillirare diururna, & pro iis quz *© ing freed from doubtful fight , 


in hoc geffit Corpore, munerationis Divinz © ; . . : 
fructibus gloriatur, Ergo quia dilexit au- doth now go / GIS laſting light, 


guſtz memoriz Theodoſius Dominum Deum © and continual tranquility ; and 

ſuum, meruit ſanctorum conſortio, * for the things which he did in 

* this Body,he rejoiceth in the fruits 

&* of Gods reward; Becauſe he loved the 'Lord his God, he hath 

&« merited the Society of the Saints.- - And —=— in- the 

4 Cd ſame Oration : © Fe hath not laid 

bernazula Chriſh jure pierarisaſcirus, inJllam ', down, but changed his Kingdom, 

Hieruſalem ſupernam. being taken by- the right of his 

| E piety into the Tabernacles ' of 

* Chriſt, 21to the Heavenly Jeruſalem: Now ſurely the 

Tabernacles of Chrift, the Feruſalem that is above, are no 

Chara@ters of Purgatory; and yet here St. Ambroſe thought 

Theodofins at the ſame time that he pray d for him. Bur 

* Manet ergo Ft,” Ambroſe is yet more expreſs; * © Theodofius therefore 

jr _ *:(fays he ) remains in light , and glorieth in the Company 

Sanctorm * of the Saints. Let the Reader now judge, whether the 

cztibus glori- Prayers of this Holy Man for the re/t of Theodofius, be any 

_ preſident for thoſe Prayers that are made for the Reſt of 
Souls, by the Church of Rome. © | 
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, There is yet one Witneſs to be conſider'd, and upon 

which our Collefor infiſts more largely than ordinary, and | 
that is St. Chryſaſtome' > Who in the places cited out of him Nub. Teſt. p* 
ſpeaks indeed of certain Benefits which came to the dead by 3, 37, &e: 
our Prayers; and thereupon exhorts-all perſons to perform 
this Office to them. I have before mentioned an Opinion 
of ſome Fathers, that evenzthe damned in Hel! might be 
advantaged by the Prayers of the /iving; and if not be 
freed from, yet be at leaſt alleviated in their torments. 
And in this exceſſive Charity St.Chryſoſtome was one of the 
forwardeſt ; as is evident in the very .". Homilies cited by .. Hom. 21. in 
this Colefor, were I at liberty to inſiſt on a thing-ſo well A&t. Tom. 3. 
known. - We are not therefore to. wonder if we find this - I 
Father ſo- earneſtly prefling this Charity of praying for the in Ep. Phil. 
dead, which he thought” of-fo great a force as even” to re- To. 5.in N.T. 
lieve the m_ ſinners. If this be either the belief or ** 3** 33 
practiſe- of the'Roman Church, we ſhall not deny them a 
patern in Mes bd Father ; But if this be'what rhey: nei- 
ther believe nAfuftow of, How inpertinent muſt it be to 
produce his praſwme for the dead, on ſuch Principles as they 
condemn, to be a witneſs of che Antiquity-of their pray- 
ing for the dead to deliver them out of Purgatory, which 
he knew nothing at all of, nor did at all intend by his 
Prayers.  V.Lobl 
' 4 As for what is finally added concerning the Greek 
Church, it is confeſſed that they do pray for the dead upon 
the ſame grounds, and after the fame manner that the An- 
cient Church didi;-but/ that they pray for them as the Ro- 
maniſts would now infinuate, this is falſe; as we have be- 
fore ſhewn ; nor'do- the teſtimonies produced at all 'con- 
vince us of it. "II | 

And this may fuffice to have been faid to the ſeveral 
proofs that are offer'd by thoſe of the Roman Communion in 
favour of this Error, : concerning Prayers for the' dead : for 
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. as ſor 1ſidore Hiſpalenfis, he is beyond the period I have 


fix'd tomy refe&tions ; and for St. Perpetua's Dream which 
the Miſrepreſehter, from Natalis; too, heretofore inſilted 


' upon, I may reaſonably preſume by our Co/ettor's omiſſion 


of it, that he thought it ſufficiently-anſwer'd by the Leary- 
ed Author that firſt undertook the examination of his Pre- 


rences again{t us. " 


, 
CLOSE 


ND now after ſo particular Examination of all theſe 
things, there is but One OZjefion more remaining 
that I can toreſee may poſſibly be made againſt us, on this 
Occaſion : For be it that we _ reaſon to throw off the 
Romiſh Error of Purgatory, and by conſequence thoſe Pray- 
ers for the Dead which are made in that Church to deliver 
the Souls from thence ; yet ſince we cannot deny but that 
the Primitive Chriſtians did pray for the” for many 
other ends, and which. we do not preſurſs- to condemn 
them for, Wherefore at leaſt do we notgontinue the an- 


. cient PraQtice, and pray for them as thoſe Zoly Mex of 


old did ? 


' This perhaps may be a ſcruple that ſome may raiſe, and 
having anſwer it I ſhall conclude: And 


1/t, Tf he be one of the Roman Communion that makes 
this Objection, he may pleaſe to tell us, wherefore it is, 
That they of his own Church do not- do this > Or why 
he ſhould require us to follow the Ancient prattice of the 
Church in thoſe things which themſelves do not think ſuffi- 
cient to oblige them to a Conformity > They may call us 
Aerians or what elſe they pleaſe upon this account ; but 
if ta follow” the Error of Aerixs, this be to become ow 

| : perly 
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perly Aerians, we have before ſeen that they do ſo; nay 
they outſtrip him in it; whilſt that ſaxt of Praying for the 
dead, which the Ancients uſed, he thought only needleſs 
doubt not to call it impiovs and abſurd. 

I have before ſhewn what the Grounds were on which 
thoſe ZZoly Men prayed for the dea4: Now there is not one 
of theſe which is not at this dgy diſclaim'd by the Church 
of Rome, no leſs than by us, and eſpecially that which was 
the chiefeſt foundation of all, viz. The: Opinion of the 
State of the Soul out of Heaven during its ſeparation, they 
have in the Council of Florence flatly condemn'd. Now if 
it be then no crime in them to reje&t the Opinions of thoſe 
Primitive Chriſtians on which this practice was founded, 
nay to cenſure the very practice its ſelf upon any other ac- 
count but that which they now aſflert, and which the 
Ancient Father, as, we have ſeen, never knew ; how comes 
it to be more unlawful in us to do this, than it is in them ; 
or why may not we as well give off Praying for the dead 
as the Ancient Church did, as they themſelves: not only 
leave it off, but evencenſure it to have. been impious and 
abſurd, which we never preſumed to do? But: 


2dly, It the Perfon who makes this ObjeQtion, be of 
ſome other Communion, I-have ſeveral Reflections to 
offer in our Juſtification in this Matter. 

1/2, Let his Reverence for Antiquity be never lo great, 
yet. he will not I am: ſure, fay either, that thoſe holy Men: 
were xfalible in-every thing they did,or that we ought to. 
receive at all adventures whatever can be proved:to have- 
deſcended from them.. We do-indeed confets, that. this Cu- 
ſtom of- Praying for the Dead, was one of the- moſt early 
Praflices of the Church, But then we have ſeen what'it 
was that introduced it: And their grounds are _ of 

em 


and irrational ; but there are amongſt them thoſe who Se abore. 


CLOSE. 


them ſuch, as are now generally diſclaimed by almoſt aff 
Chriſtians; ſuch as that of Chriſts MPenary Kingdom ; of 
the-pailing. of all-Men, through the Purgatory-fire at\the 
end of: the World ; of the Souts of the juft being -in a'place 
of Sequeſter out of Heaven till the laſt day, and the like; 
the reſt fo inconſiderable, as that we cannot by any means 
think them-ſufficient to warrant fo dangerous a Practice.For 
what 1s it:to engage us 't0 ry ſthat the Ancioats thought 
hereby to —— the beſt of Men from our Savoury 
Chriſt > To teſtific their Zopes of a future Reſurretion > 
To maintain a kind. of Felowſhip. and Communion 'with 
theme. There arerother ways enough to-do all this, with» 
out engaging 14) fuchs 2vpiety'i 85 the''Holy Scripture, 
is not. ſo much as pretended to Countenance : the 'moſt 
that ever the Holy Fathers offer'd for it, being the Cuſtom 
of - the Church; and Tertullian expreſly places it athong 
thoſe things which are: #o where wrette&e, How: far ſuch 
an Authority hight then have obliged /us'26! eompli- 
ance with'the Practice 'of the Church had We lived in 
thoſe Primitive Trmes, it. is not neceſfary to enquire; but 
fiance neither: the 2Zoly. Scriprure: requires it, nor do's the 
Cuſtom of the Church now exaQtiitgfius,indrido weackhows 
ledg thoſe Opinions on which it was heretofore uſed, nor 
can we ſee any Bentft that we are able to do the Dead by 
them; it is but reaſonable toomir that, which might juſtly 
give offence to ſome;but. cannot /poſibly bring advantage to 
any.” " Crane ALB\Vars yy 9M peg By "<0 oy 
\2d/y, "We hive: yet n more ' particular Reaſon, why 
it: is by no-means fitting at-this time; this to pray for the 
Dead; and that is, to prevent that danger which the pre- 
ſend Pradice of. the Church of Rome-'world: be apt to ex- 
poſe;Men to,': ſhould we do it;*To 19 for the \SHuls te- 
parted ras that Church do's} neither did the Primitive 'Pa- 
thers ever allow," and we have ſufficiently frown how dari- 
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gerouſly erroneous it is todo fo. It is therefore by no means 
conveni-7t to continue a Practice, whereby it might be 
very caly to lead Men into ſuch g-/s Miſtakes ; and how- 
ever, ſome might ſtill be able to r11 ike the DiſtinRion, and 
ſee a great ditterence in the Dc,gn and Intention of the 
ſame kind of praying ; yet the ill uſe that is made, even 
of what thoſe Holy Fathers did, ſufficiently ſhews us how 
apt men are to confound thoſe things together, that have ſo 
nigh a Relation as to the Practice, and the Act being the 
ſame, to lead them to believe that the Principle is fo 
to0. 

In ſhort, 34ly, We cannot imagine, if there were indeed 
any ſuch great Picty in this Practice, as to deſerve our 
Apology for the Omiſſion of it , how it comes to pals that 
neither Precept nor Example of any ſuch thing, is to be 
found in the Foly Scriptures: And to thoſe, who make 
that the Rule of their Religion; we do not ſee that any 
more need be ſaid than this, That we find nothing there 
to Authorize ſuch a Devotion, and that, therefore we can- 
not think it fitting to make it a part of the Churches Ser- 
vice. 

[ ſhall cloſe up all with the Words of our Church in her 
Homily upon this Subje& : © Let theſe and ſuch other Con- Third part of 
< fiderations be ſufficient to take away the groſs Error of Serm.concern. 
* Purgatory out of our Heads ; neither let us dream any es 71633 
«* more that the Souls of the Dead are any thing at all © 
* holpex by our Prayers : But as the Scripture teacheth us, 

* let us think that the S9u/ of Man paſſing out of the Body, 
* goeth ſtraight ways either to Zeaven, or elſe to Hell ; 
* whereof the one needeth no Prayer, the other is with- 
< out Redemption. The only Purgatory wherein we muſt 
©truſt to be ſaved, is the Death and Blood of Chriſt, which 
*if we apprehend witha true and ſtedfaſt Faith, it purgeth 
* and cleanſeth us from all our Sins,even as well as if he were 

K * now 
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* now hanging upon the Croſs. The Blood of Chrift, faith 
«St. Fohn, hath cleanſed us from all Sin, The Blood of 
* Chriſt , faith St. Paul, hath purged our Conſciences from 
* dead Works, to ſerve the Living God. Allo in another 
&* place, he faith, We be ſanftified and made Holy by the 
* efferinz up of the Body of Jeſus Chriſt done once for all. 
* Yea, he addeth more, faying , With the one Oblation of 
* his bleſſed Body and precious Blood, he hath made perfett 
© for ever and ever, ail them that are ſanitified. This then is 
* that Purgatory, wherein all Chriſtian Men put their whole 
*Truſt and Confidence ; nothing doubting, but if they 
* truly repent them of their Sins, and die in perfect Faith, 
* that then they ſhall forthwith paſs from Death to Life. 
* If this kind of Purgatien will not ſerve them, let them 
* never hope to be releaſed by other mens Prayers, tho 
* they ſhould continue therein unto the Worlds end. He 
<* that cannot be faved by Faith in Chriſts Bloed, how ſhall 
* he look to be delrver'd by Mans Interceſſions * Hath God 
* more Reſpect to Man on Earth, than he hath to Chriſt 
*in Heaven? If any man fin ( faith St. Fohn ) we have an 
* Advicate with the Father, even Jeſus Chriſt the Righteous, 
* and he is the Propitiation for our Sins. But we muſt take 
* heed that we call upon this Advocate, while we have 
* ſpace given us in this Life, leaſt when we are once Dead, 
< there be no hope of Salvation left unto us. For as every 
* Man ſlcepeth with his own Cauſe, fo every Man ſhall riſe 
* again with his own Cauſe. And look in what State he di- 
«eth, in the ſame State he ſhall alſo be judged, whether 
*zt be to Salvation or Damnation, 
*Let us not therefore dream either of Purgatory, or of 
« Prayerfor the Souls of them that be Dead;but lct us earneſtly 
*and diligently pray for them which are cxpreſly -com- 
* manded in Holy Scripture, namely for Xings and Rulers, 
* for Miniſters of Gods Holy Word and Sacraments J = 
.. tac 
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© the Saints of this World, otherwiſe called the Faithful ; 
*to be ſhort, for all Men living, be they never fo great 
« Enemies to God and his People, as Jews, Turks, Pagans, 
* Iyfidels, Hereticks. Then ſhall we truly fulfil the Com- 
«* mandment of God in that behalf, and plainly declare our 
*ſelves to be the true Children of our Heavenly Father, 
* who ſuffereth the Sun to ſhine upon the Good and Bad, and 
* zhe Rain to fall upon the Fuft and Unjuft. 

*For which, and all other Benefits moſt abundantly be- 
* ſtow'd upon Mankind from the beginning, let us give 
* him hearty thanks, as we are moſt bound; and Praiſe his 
*Name for ever and ever. Amen. 
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Proteſtant Religion as by Law eſtabliſhed, with the main Do&rines of Popery, Where- 
in is ſhewn, that Popery is contrary to Scripture, Primitive Fathers and Councils; 
and that proved from Holy Writ, the Writings of the Ancient Fathers, for ſeveral 
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in his Firſt Epiſtle to Timotby, Chap, III. Verſ. 15. Quarto. 
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liſhed Weekly in their Order. 

Ii5. A Defence of the Confuter of Bellarmin's Second Note of the Church [ Antiquity] 
againſt rhe Cavils of the Adviſer. Quarto. 

16. The Peoples Right ro read the Holy Scriptures aſſerted. In Anſwer to the 62h, 
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